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Prophetic Predictions and Their Impact on Historical
Events During the Abbasid Era in the Narratives of
Historian Dionysius of Tell-Mahre (The Chronicle of the
Times as a Model)

Abstract:

This study aims to shed light on the historical narratives
found in The Chronicle of the Times by the historian
Dionysius of Tell-Mahre, who sought to reveal a crucial
aspect behind the unfolding of historical events during the
Abbasid era, namely, the influence of prophetic predictions
that preceded these events. Dionysius recorded these
prophecies in detail, offering interpretations and justifications
that emphasize their relevance. Such beliefs were widely
accepted in ancient societies, including among the Arabs, who
relied on various forms of divination such as astrology, the
movement of celestial bodies, physiognomy, dream
interpretation, omens, and other methods to foresee the future.
This cultural reliance on the supernatural was prevalent
among common people and was especially supported by
Abbasid caliphs as a means of consolidating and justifying
their rule. The Abbasid rulers encouraged the study of
astrology and related sciences, integrating them into the
ideological framework of their authority, even though Islamic
doctrine, supported by clear Qur’anic verses, forbids such
practices. Dionysius’s Chronicle includes numerous examples
of prophetic predictions, many of which he substantiates with
strong evidence following the actual occurrence of the events.
This study examines how such foretellings were perceived
and utilized in shaping both historical narratives and political
authority in the Abbasid period.
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