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Abstract:-

Al-Hakim  bi-Amr  Allah
(996 — 1021), the sixth caliph of
the Fatimids caliphate (909 —
1172) in  South  Africa,
established a scientific institute
in 395 AH in which it was
completely free to study and
teach various sciences. Two
different titles have been utilized
to refer to this scientific institute
in diverse resources, including:
“Dar al-EIm” and “Dar al-
Hikma”. This article attempts to
analyze the views of Heinz
Halm, the contemporary Ismaili
scholar, on the title of this
institute. In his book entitled
“The  Fatimids and  their
Traditions of Learning”, Halm
has considered using the title
“Dar  al-Hikma”  for  this
scientific ~ institute a  great
mistake, since he believes that
Hikma  (i.e., wisdom) is
particularly related to the inmost
knowledge of the Ismailis. The
results of this study indicate that
Halm, in addition to not having
sufficient adherence to Islamic
resources, has made mistakes in
presenting historical statements
and has ignored the evidences
contrary to his own views.

key words: Al-Hakim bi-Amr
Allah, Heinz Halm, Fatimids,

Ismailis, Egypt, Orientalists.
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