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Folklore in Ghaib Ta'ma Farman's novel "The Sacrifice"
Associate Professor Yusra Khalaf Hussein
University of Baghdad / Ibn Rushd College of Education / Department of Arabic
Language

Abstract:

This study explores the role of folklore in The Sacrifice (Al-Qurban) by Gha’ib
Tu‘ma Farman, portraying it as an artistic and aesthetic element employed by
the author to reflect the social, cultural, and political realities of Iraq. The
research reveals how Farman incorporated elements of folklore—such as
proverbs, myths, customs, traditions, and religious practices—to weave a
narrative fabric that mirrors Iraqi society and enhances the novel’s realism .The
author utilized popular proverbs as a stylistic tool to enrich dialogue and give
characters culturally familiar dimensions. He also employed myths to intensify
symbolism and uncover psychological and social tensions. Through depictions
of religious rituals and public festivities, the novel evokes a collective sense
steeped in sorrow and loss, making The Sacrifice a reflection of communal
consciousness grappling with tragedy and an uncertain fate.The study concludes
that Farman did not present folklore merely as decorative material or rhetorical
reference; rather, he integrated it into the narrative’s deep structure,
transforming the novel into a living record that documents Iraqi folk heritage
during a turbulent historical period, while simultaneously portraying the
individual’s suffering in the face of destiny and society.

Keywords: Folklore, Gha’ib Tu‘ma Farman, The Sacrifice, Iragi novel, popular
proverbs, myth, customs and traditions, folk heritage, symbolism.
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