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Abstract:-

The present study tackles persuasive
strategies in two of Al-Sistani's  Standard
Arabic written Friday sermons that mainly
tackle the 2019 Iraqi protests. This study aims
to find out the persuasive strategies employed in
these sermons, involving illocutionary speech
acts and pragmatic functions occurred within
them in addition to persuasive appeals and their
strategies. The significance of the present study
is that it reveals how the persuasive strategies
mentioned above have been utilized in the said
sermons to persuade the audience. Data for the
present study have been selected for the
following reasons:(1) they include different
persuasive illocutionary speech acts with
different pragmatic functions and different
persuasive appeals with their strategies, and (2)
they seem to have not been handled before by
any researcher from the perspective of
persuasion. Moreover, the approach followed in
analyzing the data in the present study is mainly
qualitative, and fifteen examples have been
investigated. The findings of the present study
are that three types of illocutionary speech acts
have been used: representatives, directives and
expressives. The advising pragmatic function
occurring within directives is the prevalent type
among other pragmatic functions. Furthermore,
rational appeals, credibility appeals and
affective appeals have been employed in the
selected sermons and different strategies have
been utilized within these three types. The
rational appeals are the type which is dominant
among others and the strategy of cause and
effect- consequences occurred within this type
is prevalent. The prevalence of the directives
with the advising pragmatic function in addition
to the rational appeals with the strategy of cause
and effect-consequences might be due to the
fact that the nature of the issue of the 2019
protests requires advising the protesters to
properly manage them in addition to
addressing the rational aspect of the minds of
people to convince them so that the peaceful
protests aims can be achieved. Moreover, most
of the aforementioned types of speech acts with
their pragmatic functions in the two sermons
selected have been explicitly employed to
clearly send the messages to the audience.

Key words: speech acts, pragmatic functions,
persuasive appeals, persuasive strategies,
sermons, protests.
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1.Introduction

The present study examines persuasive strategies in two of the
top cleric Al-Sistani's written Friday sermons which were delivered
earlier by his representatives in Imam Hussain's shrine in Karbala
during the 2019 Iraqi protests. These sermons deal with issues
relevant to the Iraqi people such as explaining the position of the
authority of religion on the lraqi protests, legislating new laws of
election and its commission, commemorating the anniversary of the
victory over ISIS, staging peaceful protests, making reforms and
avoiding nonviolent protest actions. This study aims to find out the
persuasive strategies involving the illocutionary speech acts and their
pragmatic functions and the persuasive appeals and their strategies
employed by Ali Al-Sistani to persuade the audience of the
aforementioned issues. The significance of the present study is that it
reveals how the persuasion process occurs by using the previously
mentioned persuasive strategies in the selected sermons. This
study attempts to answer the following questions:

1- What are the illocutionary speech acts and their pragmatic
functions utilized to achieve persuasion in the selected
sermons?

2-What are the persuasive appeals and their strategies employed
to attain persuasion in the selected sermons?

An eclectic model including Searle's (1969) taxonomy of
illocutionary speech acts and Connor and Lauer's (1985) model of
persuasive appeals is adopted to analyze the two selected sermons.
It is adopted to have a clear picture of the persuasive strategies
employed by Al-Sistani to persuade the audience of some important
political issues.

2. Previous Studies

In this study, a brief investigation of the employment of speech
acts and persuasive strategies in the previous studies is provided.
Said (2016) studied persuasive strategies in twenty texts of business
English. Based on Searle's (1979) taxonomy of speech acts and
Aristotle's three proofs which are ethos, pathos and logos, she
arrived at the findings that assertives and directives are the speech
acts that are dominant, in addition, among the three modes of
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persuasion, logos is the strategy that is most used. Further,
syntactic parallelism of clauses and repetition of words are also
utilized to persuade the audience. Alkhirbash (2016) investigated two
selected speeches delivered by Dr. Mahathir Mohammed, who is the
forth Malaysian prime minister, at certain conferences in 2003 and
2007 in Malaysia to find out speech acts as persuasive devices. He
aimed to discover which speech acts that were employed as central
elements to persuade people. Through a rhetorical analysis, he
concluded that assertives and directives are used as central
elements to persuade the audience to do actions about issues of
relevance to the Islamic world, war and terrorism.

Abu Rumman (2019) examined the persuasive process in Al-
Nabulsi's Friday sermons. She aimed to find out the persuasive
appeals and their strategies in ten randomly selected sermons.
Based on Connor and Lauer's (1985) model, the study revealed that
all the types of appeals which are rational, credibility and affective
are utilized in the selected sermons. The rational appeals are the
ones which are most employed followed by the credibility appeals. In
addition, the affective appeals are less frequently used. Further,
among the rational strategies, the authority strategy is the one which
is most frequently employed, and the strategy of showing the writer-
audience shared interests and point of view is dominant among the
credibility appeals. Moreover, the strategy of vivid picture is the
dominant one among the affective appeals. Moreover, Abdzaid et
al.(2020) conducted a study on speech acts in Imam Hassan's
sayings of preaching to find out the types of speech acts which were
frequently used in addition to the sentence type mainly utilized.
Through a pragmatic and syntactic analysis, they concluded that
assertives and directives are the types that are most used in the data
collected and, among the sentence types, the declarative type is
most frequently employed. In the same vein, Haasan and Al-
Mejdawy (2020) identified speech acts in Al-Sistani's congregation
sermons in the period from 2014 to 2016depending on Searle's
(1975) model. They aimed to discover the influence and
effectiveness of these sermons in the reform of the Iraqi society via
employing speech acts. The results of this study revealed that
speech acts of assertives, directives and commissives are used,
and different illocutionary forces such as order, advice, assertion,
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warning and promise are employed to urge making reforms in
different aspect of the Iraqi people's life.

The above-mentioned previous studies either deal with speech
acts pragmatically or persuasively, or tackle modes of persuasion,
excluding speech acts as persuasive strategies. The present study
handles the persuasive strategies including speech acts and
persuasive appeals in the written Arabic Friday sermons of the Grand
Ayatollah Al-Sistani, and here is where the significance of the study
stems from .

3. Theoretical Framework
3.1. Persuasive Communication

Persuasive communication is a process in which the speaker
intends to convince others. In this process, s/he does not only
convey information to the hearer, but also convince him/her to do an
action or change his /her views. Poggi (2005) states that persuasion "
has the ultimate objective of influencing people or making them
embrace certain beliefs in order that they may either adopt new goals
or abandon previous ones in favor of higher value goals, as
presented by the persuader" (as cited in Jarraya, 2013, p. 5). For
persuaders to be effective in persuasive communication, they need
to follow four essential steps. First, they need to make their
argument credible. Second, they have to find common ground with
people they want to convince so that they can base their objectives
on it. Third, also, they have to enhance their argument via hard
evidence and vivid picture. Fourth, they need an emotional
connection with people(Conger , 1998, as cited in said, 2016).
Additionally, convincing the audience requires the speaker to employ
persuasive strategies which are "the various means of persuasion
available to any speaker"(Said, 2016, p.773).

3.2. Speech act theory

Speech acts theory is a theory inspired by Austin in 1962. In this
theory, he explains that in communication, words are uttered to not
only describe things or transmit information, but also do things
(Mey,1993). At first, he proposed a distinction between constatives
and performatives in which truth is depended on to assess the former
and felicity is adopted to assess the latter. Later, this distinction was
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abandoned and replaced by another distinction in which explicit
performatives and implicit performatives are differentiated
(Yule,1996). Austion (1962) demonstrates that while speaking, three
actions are performed at the same time: locutionary, illocutionary and
perlocutionary (Alkhirbash, 2016). Austin (1962) proposed a
taxonomy of speech acts which is not flawless, and his student,
Searle, refined it later, specifically the illocutionary speech acts
which are classified into five types (Marie & Zibin, 2020). According
to Searle (1979), they are as follows:

1- Representatives: Speech acts which have the function of
expressing propositions that are asserted to be true. For
example, describing, concluding, asserting, etc.

2- Directives: Speech acts that make the hearer do an action like
commanding, requesting, advising, etc.

3- Commissives: Speech acts in which one commits
himself/herself to future actions such as offering, threatening,
promising, etc.

4- Expressives: Speech acts that express the speaker's attitudes
and emotions to others like apologizing, greeting, thanking,
etc. (Intharaphromrat et al., 2020).

5- Declarations: Yule (1996) states that they are speech acts in
which statements and announcements are explicitly expressed
by the speaker when having an institutional role such as
pronouncing, naming, etc.

In performing the above-mentioned types of speech acts, the
pragmatic function employed within them is expressed either
implicitly or explicitly.(Al-Saidi, 2016). Searle (1969) defines the
pragmatic function as " The illocutionary force a given speech act
entails in addition to the meaning it expresses and it refers to the
embedded associative connotations of a word or an expression that
carries implicit meanings"(as cited in Al-Saidi,2016,p. 18). Searle
(1969) regards the persuasive speech act as a kind of directive. It
can also be performed by any other type of speech acts (Taufik,
2014, as cited in Jibreen & Al-Janabi, 2018).

3.3. Persuasive Appeals

Connor and Lauer (1985) designed a model of persuasive writing
which includes three types of appeals with some strategies. In this
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study, only the appeals and their strategies that are relevant to the
analysis of data are mentioned. According to Biber et al.(2007), they
are as follows:

1-The Rational appeals (Logos)

These are the appeals that correspond to Aristotle's idea of
logos which addresses the rational side of people's mind. To
convince the audience, the speaker needs to give information, facts,
statistics etc. which form an essential part of persuasive argument.
The following table shows the strategies occurring within this type:

Table 1. Description of Rational Strategies

Strategies Description
Descriptive Example Utilizing a descriptive example from one's or
others' daily life experience.
Comparison Supporting one's argument via employing a
comparison.
Difference of Degree Differentiating between two things depending
on degree rather than kind.
Cause/effect — Means/end — Revealing that one event causes another to
Consequences happen.
Stage in process Taking a necessary step after reviewing the
previous steps.

2- Credibility Appeals (Ethos)

Aristotle notes that for the speaker to be persuasive, he/she
needs to reflect a positive image of himself/herself (Biber et al.,
2007). There are some strategies that occur within this type.
According to Al-Musa'abi ( 2021), they are shown in the table below.

Table 2. Description of Credibility Strategies

Strategies Description

Showing writer’s respect for Creating a good image of the writer

audience’s interests and point of through showing appreciation.
view

Showing writer-audience shared Showing that the writer has similar

interests and points of view interests with the audience.
Showing writer's good character Making fair or neutral judgment to reveal

and/or judgment that the writer is a good willed person.

3- Affective Appeals (Pathos)

Appealing to people's emotions helps make them take a certain
action. Aristotle (1932, p. 9) notes that “Persuasion is effected
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through the audience when they are brought by the speech into a
state of emotion; for we give very different decisions under the sway
of pain or joy, liking or hatred” (as cited in Biber et al., 2007, p. 131).
According to Biber et al. (2007), the table below shows the strategies
within this kind of appeals.

Table 3. Description of Affective Strategies
Strategies Description
Appealing to the audience's views | Arousing people's emotions via moral or
attitudinal values.

Vivid Picture Creating a thought to make the audience
present in it.
Charged Language Arousing people's emotions via utilizing

strong language.

The eclectic model adopted in this study is diagrammed as follows:
Figure 1. Eclectic Model of Analysis

Persuasive Strategie:

/

Speech Acts /I[ ersuasive ppeals\

|—Representatives Rational Appeals Credibility Appeals Affective Appeals
| Descriptive |- Showing writer’s respect | Appealing to the
o Example for audience’s interests audience's views
—Directives and point of view
— Companson
Ex . ) ] ] —Vivid Picture
— Expressives — Showing writer-audience
— Cause and Effect- shared interests and
Consequences points of view
—Charged Language
— Degree
- Stage Process — Showing writer's zood

character and/or judzment

4. Methodology
4.1.Approach of the Study

The approach followed to analyze the data in this study is mainly
qualitative. It involves a content analysis to discover the different
kinds of persuasive illocutionary speech acts whether direct or
indirect in addition to the persuasive appeals and their strategies in
the selected sermons.
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4.2.Data Collection

The researcher is required to browse the grand Ayatollah Ali Al-
Sistani's official website (https://www.sistani.org/) to collect two
written sermons that involve different types of illocutionary speech
acts and different persuasive appeals and their strategies. These
Friday sermons were delivered earlier by Al-Sistani's representatives
in Imam Hussain's shrine in 2019. The reason behind choosing these
sermons delivered in 2019 is that this year witnessed an important
event which is the protests against the Iraqi ruling political class to
force it to make reforms and improve the situation in Iraq, and these
sermons handle this issue in addition to other political issues of
relevance to the Iragi people. Furthermore, they are divided into
texts to facilitate the analysis.

4.3.Data Selection Rationale
The data are selected for the following reasons:

1- The sermons selected involve different speech acts and
different pragmatic functions.

2- The sermons selected include different persuasive appeals
and different strategies.

3- The sermons selected seem to have not been investigated
before by any researcher from the persuasion perspective.

4.4.Data Analysis

The data selected for this study involve two sermons of the grand
Ayatollah Ali Al-Sistani. The sermons selected are taken from his
official website (https://www.sistani.org/) and are translated by the
researcher. They are divided into texts to facilitate the analysis and
the texts are analyzed twice to find out the persuasive strategies
like:(1) direct and indirect speech acts, and (2) the persuasive
appeals and their strategies. Some texts comprise more than one
speech act and more than one persuasive appeal. Moreover, the
meaning of some texts cannot be clear unless some quoted extracts
from the earlier and later texts are mentioned. Additionally, only(15)
examples are analyzed (see Appendix A for persuasive illocutionary
speech acts and Appendix B for persuasive appeals). Furthermore,
an eclectic model is adopted for the sake of analysis. It involves
Searle's (1969) taxonomy of speech acts and Connor and Lauer's
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(1985) model of persuasive appeals and strategies. It is adopted to
have a clear picture of the persuasive strategies utilized by Al-Sistani
to convince the Iraqi people of some political issues. It is worth
mentioning that the persuasive appeals and their strategies are
mentioned according to their relevance to the analysis of data.

4.5. Results and Discussions
4.5.1. Analysis of the First Sermon

This sermon is one of the Standard Arabic written sermons
delivered earlier by one of the Grand Ayatollah Ali Al-Sistani's
representatives during Friday prayers in Imam Hussain's shrine at
the beginning of the 2019 Iraqgi protests. The issues focused on in
this sermon are emphasizing the importance of the peaceful protests,
legislating a new law of election and legislating a new law of
independent high electoral commission.

a Speech Acts

1- Direct Representative Speech Act and Direct and Indirect
Directive Speech Acts

In the sermon under analysis, there is only one instance of a
direct representative speech act with an asserting pragmatic function
which represents 20% out of the total (5). See the following text:

Text (1)
ST Alaa)l dpalud) Clalaia V) (e L ga Cinaa gl 38 Zyigall dgea ) (" Reference
Sl e ol 330 IO (e Apalal) Aaeall ket b - SaL (Al-Sistani,

A LA e il g e 2l s Ciiall e s g el e 2019, para.1).
Moinall A Qladll dudad) (g 58l) Aaind 35 5 pia g ¢ ) ol
Trans. The authority of religion has explained its position on the peaceful

protests demanding reforms in the previous Friday sermon through

some points involving the emphasis on peaceful protests, the
importance of being devoid of violence and sabotage, the stress on the
sanctity of Iraqis blood and the need to meet the peaceful protesters'
rightful demands by the political forces.

The authority of religion has explained its position on the protests
which demand reforms through some points like emphasizing
peaceful protests, emphasizing the importance of being free from
violence and sabotage, stressing the sanctity of Iraqis blood and
meeting the peaceful protesters' demands by the political forces. The
top cleric in this text used a direct representative speech act with an
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asserting pragmatic function to assert that he has clarified his
position on the 2019 Iraqi protests in one of the previous sermons in
which he has mentioned some basic conditions which are re-
emphasized in the sermon under scrutiny to support the protests to
make changes and reforms. These conditions have been set in the
form of pieces of advice which are indirectly expressed. In addition,
another speech act of directive with an advising pragmatic function
occurs in the text above. In this sermon, there are four examples of
this type of speech acts, forming 80% out of the total (5). Three of
them are implicitly expressed in the above text, constituting 75% out
of the total (4). Al-Sistani advises the lIraqi protesters to adopt
protests which are free from violence, destruction and bloodshed.
Also, he advises the ruling political class to meet the protesters'
rightful demands and to make reforms. By utilizing these types of
speech acts, he persuades the protesters to adopt the peaceful
protests only and to renounce destroying the properties or doing
violent protest actions, considering the peaceful protests the
fundamental condition to support them. He also convinces the ruling
political class that making a wholesale political change is the only
way to overcome the crisis in Iraq.

There is also only one example of a direct speech act of directive
with an advising pragmatic function in this sermon, making up 25%
out of the total (4). Consider the following example:

Text (2)
ST & gV 35w e 235 Lgie Gaw Lo o K5 Y Apma ally, " Reference
ol A o585 (M) Caa gl Lt sha (385 CLABY (58 Sla) (Al-Sistani,
"‘\u\ LG'J D] t;"'“ E).'?"S"\ 1"‘)3“ )}L;-‘“ U\:\@'A; L“@"’S{ ‘LLA'“ 2019, para1)
Trans. Asserting what is previously mentioned, the authority of religion

emphasizes the need to rapidly legislate the law of election and the law
of its commission, as described in the previous sermon, for this leads
to overcome the crisis in the country.

A direct speech act of directive with an advising pragmatic
function was employed by the Grand Ayatollah Al-Sistani when he
advises the Iraqi government and the Iraqgi parliament to rapidly pass
a new law of election and a new law of independent high electoral
commission, as described in one of the previous sermons. He
motivates the ruling political forces to pass the aforementioned laws,
as he described earlier, in response to the public demands to result
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in a government and a parliament that really reflect the voters' will,
regarding this as the only solution to defuse the crisis in Iraq.

b. Persuasive Appeals and Their Strategies
1-Rational Appeals

There are two examples of this kind of appeals in the sermon
under analysis, representing 50% out of the total(4). Strategies
occurring within this type are: stage process and cause and effect-
consequences. The former constitutes 50% out of the total (2), and
the latter forms 50% out of the total (2). See the following text that
includes the abovementioned strategies together:

Text (2)
ST Ledian e (o 5il8y SUABYI (518 Sl (A gl ¥ 550" Reference
LoV e el gl ksl f“')ﬁf“ ¢l e T Sistani, 2019,
Sl ey ey A B para. 1).
Trans. The need to rapidly legislate the election law and the independent
high electoral commission law, as described in the previous sermon,
for this leads to overcoming the major crisis.

The text "lina st (sil8 s QLAY 6l8 Jladl 8 e) ¥l 3 )5 uathe need
to rapidly legislate the election law and the independent high
electoral commission law" involves using the strategy of stage
process. It shows that the authority of religion is of the opinion that to
make an overall political change in Iraq, the election law and the
electoral commission law should be rapidly legislated in accordance
with some criteria described in one of the previous sermons.
Following the criteria set by Ayatollah Al-Sistani leads to a real
representation of the electorate's will, and this is a very important
step that the political forces should take to calm the situation. In
addition, the strategy of cause and effect consequences was also
used. The text 2Ll Ley sy () 35Sl " ¥ 5 5ladl Olagay Lag3Y for this leads
to overcoming the major crisis" was expressed to explain that
meeting the protesters' rightful demands of legislating the
aforementioned laws without procrastination has the positive
consequences of defusing the crisis and fixing the deteriorating
situation in lraq. Furthermore, it is the only way to achieve the
aspirations of the Iraqi people to elect their real representatives to the
government and the parliament.
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2- Credibility Appeals

This type of appeals occurs only once in this sermon, forming
25% out of the total (4). The strategy of the writer's good character
and /or judgment is the only one occurring within this type of appeals.
Below is a good example.

Text (1)

ST Todlld) alaia ¥ (e Lo ga Canca ol 38 Zoial) doaa yall G Reference
Jaliisie DA (e dpalall daeal) Lidad 3 2 SlaYL Aladl) T
3001y o il 5 Cainl) cye Ua g1 s Lol o 38 ciams | A S'Stfn'i 2019,
Ml s A e para.1).
Trans. The authority of religion has explained its position on the peaceful
protests demanding reforms in the previous Friday sermon through
some points involving the emphasis on peaceful protests, the
importance of being devoid of violence and sabotage, the stress on
the sanctity of Iraqis blood and the need to meet the peaceful
protesters' rightful demands by the political forces.

In the example above, Al- Sistani shows an objective judgment
when he reveals that his support for the 2019 Iraqgi protests is not
absolute, but it is conditional upon the protests being free from
violence and sabotage in addition to avoiding bloodshed. He wants
the protests to achieve their aims of making overall reforms via using
peaceful protest actions only. The employment of this strategy shows
that he is a good-willed person.

3-Affective Appeals

Only one example of this kind of appeals occurs in the sermon
under scrutiny, constituting 25% out of the total (4). It is of the
strategy of appealing to the audience's views. See the following
instance:

Text (1)
ST M Oaniaall ARl Cllaal dnudand) g gl Al 35 g, " Reference
(Al-Sistani, 2019,
para.1).
Trans. The need to meet the peaceful protesters' rightful demands by the
political forces.

In this text, the strategy of appealing to the audience's views was
used by Al-Sistani when he recommends that the lIraqi political

;\.i.ab.d‘ Gv)&uﬂw\.:‘.é.n;dqhﬂ
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forces should respond to the protesters' demands of fixing the
deteriorating situation in Iraq and making a comprehensive political
change. He arouses emotions in the protesters when he urges the
ruling political class to meet the protesters' demands of overall
reforms and this shows his support to them until they achieve the
aims of their protests.

Table 4.Direct and Indirect Persuasive Speech Acts with their Pragmatic
Functions in the First Sermon

‘ Pragmatic function Total
SA Direct Fr. | Pc. Indirect | Fr. Pc. | Fr| Pec.
Representatives | Asserting 1 | 20% / / / 1| 20%
Directives Advising 1 | 25% | Advising | 3 75% | 4 | 80%
Table 5. Persuasive Appeals and their Strategies in the First Sermon
Appeals Strategies Fr.| Pc. Total
Fr.| Pc.
Rational Stage Process 50% | 2 | 50%

50%
25% | 1 | 25%
25% | 1 | 25%

Cause and Effect-Consequences
Credibility | the writer's good character and /or judgment

Affective appealing to the audience's views

LN LN L N L §

The above tables reveal that only two types of speech acts were
used: directive and representative. The representative speech act
occurs with (20%) frequency of occurrence. It is of an asserting
pragmatic function. The indirect directive speech acts have a high
frequency of occurrence, which is (80%), and all of them are of an
advising pragmatic function. Also, there is only one example of a
direct speech act of directive with an advising pragmatic function. Al-
Sistani asserts that there are conditions for supporting the 2019 Iraqi
protests, and they are conveyed in the form of advice in an indirect
manner to the audience. That's why, three among the total number of
speech acts which is five in this sermon are implicitly employed.
Further, since this sermon handles issues of making reforms by the
Iragi political forces in addition to using peaceful protest actions by
the protesters, all the directive speech acts used are of the advising
pragmatic function. Persuasive appeals which are rational, credibility
and affective were utilized to convince the audience about the
previously mentioned issues. The rational appeals occur with a high
frequency of occurrence, which is (50%), involving only two
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strategies which are stage process and cause and effect-
consequences. The stage process strategy was used to show the
need for taking a step by the political class to legislate new laws of
election and its commission to calm the situation in Iraq. In addition,
the strategy of cause and effect-consequences was employed to
show the positive consequences of passing the aforementioned laws
which lead to defusing the crisis. The high frequency of the appeals
mentioned above might be because the propositions on staging
peaceful protests and fixing the situation in Iraq requires depending
on logic more to persuade the audience. Additionally, both of the
credibility appeal and the affective appeal have (25%) frequency of
occurrence. The low frequency of the credibility appeal can be
construed that Al-Sistani's main aim is not to show good intentions
when conveying his insights to the audience. Moreover, the nature of
the issue of making reforms and renouncing violence in the protests
might depend on addressing the minds of people rather than
appealing to their emotions. This is why, the utilization of the affective
appeal occurs with a low frequency of occurrence in this sermon.
Employing all of these persuasive strategies involving the speech
acts and the persuasive appeals in this way helps the Grand
Ayatollah Al-Sistani achieve more persuasion on the points tackled
in this sermon.

4.5.2. Analysis of the Second Sermon

This sermon is one of Ayatollah Al-Sistani's written Friday
sermons which was delivered earlier by his representative in Imam
Hussain's shrine. It is about the 2019 Iraqi protests and the second
anniversary of announcing the victory over ISIS.

a. Speech Acts
1- Direct Expressive Speech Acts

Expressive speech acts have a high frequency in this sermon
and all of them are directly used. There are nine instances of this
type which represents 39% out of the total (23). Within this type,
there are different pragmatic functions like commemorating, praising,
thanking, expressing optimism, expressing hope, condemning and
expressing sorrow. The commemorating pragmatic function occurs
twice, forming 22% out of the total (9) ( see Appendix A). Consider
the following example of commemorating pragmatic function:
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Text (3)
ST & il o el BleY Al & gl (5 SA ALl Js <" Reference
(03l lesla Al S At ) Al (Al-Sistani, 2019
para.1).
Trans. The second anniversary of announcing the victory over ISIS has
passed a few days ago. The Iraqi fighters have fought in this great
historic war.

In the example above, a direct expressive speech act was used.
It is of commemorating pragmatic function. Al-Sistani commemorates
the second anniversary of the victory over ISIS. He wants Iraqgis to
commemorate this victory every year so that the lIraqi fighter's
sacrifices to liberate Iraq from this terrorist organization remain
present in the Iraqgi people's minds as a sign of gratitude to these
sacrifices.

The praising pragmatic function within this type of speech acts
occurs twice, making up 22% out of the total (9) (see Appendix A).
See the following example:

Text (4)

ST O G peihas o Alle o) sl upail L 30 Lt 1Ll " Reference
La I sk (3 hall 138 3 1 5a8 28 g ¢ a1 aulal il ——
a3 on 3y him |3 e cmall 5 sl para.).
celdll g Al ghal ) gm Jaa) LA 1 gans 5 el s e (e apaly
Ml 5 i pell 5 ) o e li
Trans. The Iraqi fighters have fought hard to liberate the dear parts of their
country which have been occupied by this terrorist organization. Over
the past three years, they have sacrificed tens of thousands of martyrs
and double that number of the injured fighters on this path. They have
written in pride and dignity pages in the history of Iraq and have
painted the most beautiful pictures of heroism and redemption in
defending their country, honor and sanctities.

This instance includes a direct expressive speech act with a
praising pragmatic function. Al-Sistani praises the bravery of the Iraqi
martyrs and the Iraqi injured fighters and their efforts to liberate their
country from ISIS. He wants the Iraqi people to always praise the
valor of the Iraqi army and all other forces participated in the war
against this terrorist organization as a sign of gratitude to their
sacrifices to protect Iragis and their holy places in addition to
immortalizing this stage characterized by heroism and bravery in the
history of Iraq.
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There is also a thanking pragmatic function which occurs one
time within this kind of speech act. It is explicitly utilized and it
forms11% out of the total (9). Below is an example.

Text (5)
ST el g ol i) T s a2y ehelll LS5 Plaly Sk " Reference
uj\} cdﬁw\} ‘5;‘);.“ 3‘}93{\ uj\},‘?é-mjgjl ?A‘).ua\ uA :\AAY\ uj\ (AI—Sistani
SMeleall palla g <Al ébh;w; N—h ...Cpbilaall 2019, para_z)_
Trans. Our highest respect and appreciation go to the martyrs and their
families, to the dear injured fighters and the disabled fighters, and to the
fighters... | want to express my sincere thanks to them.

The text above is an instance of a thanking pragmatic function.
Al-Sistani thanks the martyrs' families, the injured fighters, the
disabled fighters due to the war and the fighters who have fought
ISIS valorously to liberate Iraq from its control. He motivates the Iraqi
people to always remember and thank the sacrifices of the
aforementioned groups in preserving the dignity and the history of
Irag to magnify their status in the eyes of Iraqis.

One example of the pragmatic function of expressing optimism
also occurs within this kind of speech acts in the sermon under
scrutiny. It is explicitly performed and it constitutes11% out of the
total (9). See the following example:

Text (6)
ST Sl oallaill G (S el alaaa o) o8 A ) se s Laas” Reference
aiall e W sl Ll dpeal sae 058 50 A lall cllaie VI (Al-Sistani,2019,
Trans. It is optimistic that most of the participants in the ongoing

demonstrations and sit-ins realize how important it is that they are
peaceful and free from violence, chaos and harm to the interests of the
citizens

In this example, the Grand Ayatollah Al-Sistani expresses his
optimism about the Iraqis' awareness of the importance of using
peaceful protest actions to achieve their demands. He encourages
the Iragi people to remain peaceful in their protests, and to never
resort to violence, chaos or harm to people's interests so that they
win the battle of eliminating corruption and making reforms.
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Furthermore, he wants to show that he supports the protests if they
remain peaceful.

Another pragmatic function (expressing hope) is used. There is
only one instance of this pragmatic function, which is expressed
directly, and which makes up 11% out of the total (9). The following
text involves this pragmatic function in addition to an indirect speech
acts of directive with an advising pragmatic function (see Appendix
A). An example of the pragmatic function of expressing hope is
shown below.

Text (7)
ST 353 53 glandl pae 5 Al ABld 23l IS 230l ity S " Reference
Al ) o) O sie sf and ol it Wil 7 s dalie de sena (Al-Sistani

b o Qali e g5 a1 138 Biaty o 5 4 JaY) alul) e dladladll 2019, para.6)
Sl Bl AS jpall das Cilladl) des b ’ o

Trans. Weapons should be limited to the hands of the government, and the
existence of any armed faction under any title out of the control of the
state should be prevented. Stability of the country and civil peace
depend on achieving that, which we hope will happen as a result of the
ongoing reform process.

In the text, " sl LadlaV¥) 48 all dagm o3y o) Jaile 58 3 which we hope
will happen as a result of the ongoing reform process", Al-Sistani
expresses his hope of achieving stability and preserving civil peace
through preventing the uncontrolled weapons and through putting an
end to the existence of the armed factions out of the control of the
state. He wants to persuade the Iragi government to take procedures
to achieve this demand to preserve stability in Iraq.

Within this type of speech acts, there is only one example of
condemning pragmatic function which is directly employed, forming
11% out of the total (9). Below is a good example.

Text (8)
ST S elie V15 Ghally JBl Colee n sm Lo 53 o 3 " Reference
Ailaia ( (pual o 53 By Al Ao g sl 5 Al Aay sl gay NS (Al-Sistani,
ML 2019, para.7).

Trans. | We strongly condemn killing, kidnapping and assaulting in all its forms,
including the heinous crime that took place yesterday in Al-Wathba.

Sayyid Al-Sistani, in the above text, expresses his condemnation
of all forms of violent actions accompanying the 2019 Iraqi protests
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like killing, abducting and assaulting the protesters in addition to the
crime committed in Al-Wathba in Baghdad. He convinces the Iraqi
government to fulfill its duty in protecting the protesters. Moreover,
he motivates the protesters to remain peaceful and to reject the
violent protest actions so that they can win their reform battle.

Expressing sorrow is another direct pragmatic function which is
used only one time within this type of speech acts representing 11%
out of the total (9). An example of this pragmatic function is shown
below.

Text (9)
ST Aaial palad¥) (e S 23e pldial (e daa o L g Jaall e y" Reference
_"P:\JA:J\ ‘é_\d\ 4:\1\..1 Y '&}5 3!} d}: YJ eu.ui a5 :l:_})éﬂ\ Laalia (Al-SiStani, 2019,
para.7).
Trans. It is sad to note that a large number of people gathered to watch its
horrific scenes yesterday, and there is no power and no strength except
with Allah, the Almighty.

In this instance, Al-Sistani expresses his sorrow about the
gathering of a large number of people to watch the tragic scenes of
Alwathba crime without any objection to this violent action. He wants
to show that his sorrow means that such a horrible action is totally
rejected, and he wants to convince the protesters to reject crimes
and any other form of violence in the protests.

2- Direct Representative Speech Acts and Direct and Indirect
Directive Speech Act

In the sermon under study, there are four instances of a direct
representative speech act, and all of them are of an asserting
pragmatic function, making up17% out of the total (23) ( see
Appendix A). The text below involves this kind of speech acts in
addition to another kind which is a directive speech act with a direct
advising pragmatic function. This type is extensively employed in this
sermon and there are ten instances of which seven are directly
expressed, representing 43% out of the total (23) ( see Appendix A).
The direct advising pragmatic function mentioned above occurs six
times in the sermon under analysis, forming 60% out of the total (10)
( see Appendix A).
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Text (10)
ST OS85 g0 083 G be e aSH sl i 0 00 3 Y5 " Reference
Cuny dina ) diga Gl (385 A8l Aaluall Sl s (laall ol (Al-Sistani,
225 (o2l e ) e plally gy Gl Y5 05 | 2019, para.3).
"a il 5 Ay ) giual) V) (35 el 33 e Camiall ) Al
Trans. | As previously mentioned, we re-emphasize the necessity of rebuilding
the army and all other Iragi armed forces on solid professional
foundations which are expressing allegiance to the country, defending it
against any external aggression and protecting its political system
elected by the people according to constitutional and legal frameworks.
Al-Sistani asserts the importance of previous advice given to the
Iraqgi government by him. This advice involves setting criteria for
rebuilding the armed forces, involving loyalty to the country,
defending it against external aggression and protecting the political
system elected constitutionally and legally. Al-Sistani in this text
persuades the audience that this advice is very important and
following these criteria in rebuilding the armed forces is essential to
achieve security and political stability in Iraq. Additionally, a direct
directive speech act with an advising pragmatic function was used in
this text when he advises the Iragi government to follow solid
professional foundations in rebuilding the armed forces. He
convinces the Iraqgi government that rebuilding strong armed forces
requires criteria like allegiance to the country, ability to defend it
against external aggression and ability to protect its constitutionally
and legally elected political system.

In the sermon under study, there is also an indirect speech act of
directive with an advising pragmatic function which occurs three time,
representing 30% out of the total (10).The following is a good
instance:

Text (11)
ST 3 A A a3 jma a sl pSalal &) ) S (8 yall L))" Reference
Q5 ol (po ALy sha A oled) e Janlls (22UaY) 3 2) [T(AI-Sistani, 2019,
Sl sl para.5).

Trans. Dear Iraqgis, now you have another fateful battle, which is 'the battle of
reform', and you need to end a long era of corruption and failure in
managing the country.

This text includes an indirect speech act of directive with an
advising pragmatic function. The pragmatic function in this text " L&
#8058 =)l dear Iraqis " was not used to call the audience, rather, it
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was indirectly employed to advise people to conduct a reform battle
against the Iraqi political class' corruption and failure in running Iraq.
This is indicated by another sentence in this text which is "now, you
have another fateful battle ...s 3 4 s dS pe ol Sl ol ", This
sentence includes an indirect speech act of directive with an advising
pragmatic function. Al-Sistani in this example wants to encourage the
Iragi people to revolt to combat corruption and failure in running the
country, in addition, he wants to persuade them that this is the only
way to pressure on the political system to remedy the situation in
Iraq.

Warning pragmatic function within directive speech acts in the
sermon under analysis occurs only one time, and it forms 10% out of
the total (10). It is explicitly performed. See the following example:

Text (12)
ST On Sy dele agaalads d8sall il Al o3a 18 8 Gee RS Reference
Bl o piluall o il 5 ald) )l 5 (el e b 085 Clas (Al-Sistani, 2019,
Sedalaiay) para.7).
Trans. They should uncover those who committed these terrible crimes and

hold them accountable for them, and we warn against their negative
consequences on the country stability and the peaceful protests in case
these crimes are committed again.

In the text above, the warning pragmatic function was employed
to warn against the consequences of dealing with the protesters
violently by the armed forces, in addition, it was utilized to warn
against using violence as a form of protest actions by the protesters.
Al-Sistani persuades the former and the latter not to resort to
violence with all its forms as a way of dealing with one another for
this has a negative impact on the peaceful protests and threatens the
stability in Iraq.

b. Persuasive Appeals and Their Strategies
1- Rational Appeals

This type of appeals occurs nine times in the sermon under
analysis, representing 45 % out of the total (20). Strategies occurred
within this type are descriptive example, comparison, cause and —
effect consequences, difference of degree and stage process. They
are shown with examples below.

T4 sl
Al :gj.ﬁ"
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Descriptive Example

This strategy occurs twice, forming 22% out of the total (9). An
instance of this strategy is shown below.

Text (6)

ST e O5S )Y Ay el clabialie V) 5 il allail) 8 (S Jliall alasa o)) " Reference
(el sal) eyl pa) 5 (oadm sill p Cial) (00 Lo 513 Leialus Fpan (Al-Sistani,
dahic b uoalsid) La¥) e & eldie) (e ¢ a1 138 Ty b ads para.5).

S el On pee O il dliais () dua dlaky Gl

Trans. | Most of the participants in the ongoing demonstrations and sit-ins realize
how important it is for demonstrations to be free from violence, chaos
and harm to the citizens' interests, in spite of the cherished blood that

has been wrongfully shed in the recent events of which the last one has

taken place at the beginning of this week, and in which the
demonstrators have been assaulted in the Al-Sinak area in Baghdad.
This event has resulted in dozens of martyrs and injured.

This strategy was used to support the argument that the Iraqi
protesters realize the importance of using nonviolent protest actions
to make changes during the 2019 protests although they have been
attacked by weapons. In the above text, the descriptive example
handles the armed assault against the peaceful protesters in Al-
Sinak area in Baghdad. This incident resulted in dozens of martyrs
and injured. Despite this incident, the protesters did not resort to the
armed clash with the armed forces.

Comparison

This strategy occur only one time in the sermon under study,
forming 11% out of the total(9). The text below involves the use of
this strategy in addition to the use of the strategy of cause and effect-
consequences which occurs four times, constituting 44% out of the
total( 9) (see Appendix B).

Text (13)
ST 238 O Josele I el Alad (3 Zall Lmn jal) o] (G 85" Reference
O8I —d o) A YN AS jaa e B pun T8 Y S sha Al ) AS el (Al-Sistani,
58 Y1 AS a8 shoaiadl () el 801 ¢ bl a5 ¢l 231 2019,

\}.u.u;\ U\M\L@.;:S)LMY\}:\S):A.“ 53 )L‘u: UAPG-‘Q ujbu&\!\ O para5)
Dbt ula¥) Doyl g Agalud) cadla¥) L) o Kl a5 Ll
_"LG.;‘é
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Trans. The authority of religion previously emphasized in the victory sermon
two years ago that this battle — which is long overdue — is no less fierce
than the battle of terrorism, if not more severe. The honorable Iraqis,
who fought bravely in the battle of terrorism, are able — with the help of
God Almighty — to fight this battle and win it if they properly manage it
and it is definite that using peaceful protest actions is the basic condition
for winning it.

Al-Sistani, in this text, regarded the revolution waged by the Iraqi
protesters in 2019 against corruption and failure in running Iraq as a
battle, and he compares it with the battle fought by the Iraqgi fighters
against terrorism, but he considered the former more severe. The
comparison made between the two involves that both of them were
conducted to protect Irag. The battle against terrorism was fought to
protect and liberate Iraq from ISIS, and the battle led by the Iraqi
protesters was conducted to protect Iraq and liberate it from
corruption and destruction in addition to making reforms and
regaining the Iragi people's rights. Al- Sistani employed the strategy
of comparison between these two battles to show that revolting
against corruption and the deteriorating situation in Iraq is a
battle, and it is a duty to fight this battle to save the country and the
people.

Cause and Effect- Consequences

This strategy was used in the text "lswal ) Loay Led jLaii¥lg
Lead Jlatid bV da 5l g dabid) o) oLl o) 2S5l a5, Lgsplol win it if
they properly manage it and it is definite that using peaceful protest
actions is the basic condition for winning it". It shows that properly
managing the reform battle by the protesters has the effect of
winning it. In addition, this strategy clarifies that managing the reform
battle properly involves using the peaceful ways only to combat
corruption and failure in ruling Iraq, which leads to achieving the
demands. Through explaining the positive consequences mentioned
above, Al-Sistani urges lIraqis to be peaceful in their reform battle
and renounce violence to win it.

Difference of Degree

There is only one example of this strategy in the sermon under
study, and which represents 11% out of the total(9). Below is a good
example.

Texts (6 &13)
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ST e Jlatidll Gl Doyl g dsaludl L) 1) o) K5l (e " Reference
oAl & S lhall plana o) s J5 (s Laas (Al-Sistani,
iall (g a5l Lethals Bpanl (520 (558 5 Ay lal) cldlaie V) 2019, para.5).
SOl sal) mllasy Sl Yl (o sl
Trans. | Itis definite that using peaceful protest actions is the basic condition for
winning it. It is optimistic that most of the participants in the ongoing
demonstrations and sit-ins realize how important it is that they are
peaceful and free from violence, chaos and harm to the interests of the
citizens.

In this text, Al-Sistani employed this strategy to show that the
Iraqi protesters are aware of the importance of being peaceful in their
reform battle, and they follow peaceful ways in waging it against the
deteriorating situation in Iraq to fix it and to make overall changes.
But he wants them to be more peaceful in their reform battle and to
keep it out of any form of violence, mess and harm to people's
interests.

Stage Process

There is only one instance of this strategy within the rational
appeals, constituting 11% out of the total (9). See the following
example:

Text (10)

ST O 85w g 083 G be o AU o sl e o 00 3 Y " Reference
Ay ) (389 A8l el Aalidl) el gall il g (faad) el - -
SIS SR e s o
el 330 ) e Camiall  pulpal) Adllal pasdg oo A o) s2e para.3).
Ml 5 Ay ) sieal) Y G
Trans. | As previously mentioned, we re-emphasize the necessity of rebuilding
the army and all other Iraqgi armed forces on solid professional
foundations which are expressing allegiance to the country, defending it
against any external aggression and protecting its political system
elected by the people according to constitutional and legal frameworks.
Al-Sistani in the text above mentions a step that the Iraqi
government should take to make reforms. This step involves
rebuilding the Iraqgi armed forces on solid professional basis. He sets
criteria to achieve this such as loyalty to Iraq, ability to defend it
against any external aggression and ability to protect its legally and
constitutionally elected political system. By using this strategy, Al-
Sistani urges the lIraqi government to adopt these criteria in
rebuilding the armed forces to achieve the interest of the country and
the people in political and security stability.
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2- Credibility Appeals

There are five examples of this kind of appeals, making up 25%
out of the total( 20). In the sermon under scrutiny, it involves three
strategies. They are as follows:

Showing Writers' Respect for Audiences’ Interests and Point
of View

This strategy occurs only in one instance and it forms 20% out of

the total (5). Below is a good example.
Text (5)
ST s coelilse 5 ot pul o LI 1 il 5 o) s Sl e 42 5iis" | Reference
agia LS 15 Y Gl JUad) liaall 1 g o plaall 5 s yal) 352y
Ositadys Al IS Cpnla JY) W el s (ea) o 25300 G slaal 51 (Al-Sistani,
Mblues agld (Jle o) JIS je (e (Blaliall Calide 45 jTiuall aaldla 2019, para.
Meleall palla g KAl 2).

Trans. | Our highest respect and appreciation go to the martyrs' families, to the

dear injured fighters and the disabled fighters, and to the fighters... |
want to express my sincere thanks to them.

The text above includes two persuasive appeals with two
strategies: credibility appeal with the strategy of showing respect for
audiences' interests and points of view and affective appeal with the
strategy of vivid picture (see Appendix B). As for the credibility
appeal, the example above involves creating a good image of Al-
Sistani when he expresses his respect and gratitude to the martyrs,
who died in the war against ISIS, and their families. In addition, he
shows that he is also so appreciative of the sacrifices made by the
injured fighters, the disabled fighters and the fighters who are still
striving tirelessly to cleanse the areas of Iraq from this terrorist
organization. Commemorating the heroism of all these groups and
showing respect and gratitude to them reveals that Al-Sistani is a
good willed person.

Showing Writer-Audience Shared Interests and Points of
View
Two examples of this strategy occur within this type of appeals,

and they make up 40% out of the total (5) (see Appendix B). The
following is a good example:
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Text (14)
ST Opead o Jaall 555 5 o ST ams LS" Reference
W jlect Bale) 3y yaall Blaliall 8 ddimall Cag ydall
il Sy e el 5 sl e opm 5L Ledal (S (Al-Sistani, 2019, para. 4).
Trans. | We also reaffirm that it is necessary to improve the living conditions of
the displaced people in the liberated areas and to reconstruct their
cities in addition to enabling them to return to their hometowns with
honor and dignity.

Al-Sistani in the example above conveys advice to the lIraqi
government and the audience in general , involving helping the
displaced people return to their cities after reconstructing them and
improving their living conditions. Al-Sistani reflects a good image of
himself when he has asked for achieving these demands, presenting
himself as part of this group of people. He creates solidarity with
them when he regards their demands as his. This strategy helps
show his good intentions and makes his argument more credible.

Showing Writer's Good Character and / or Judgment

There are only two instances of this strategy in the sermon under
study, representing 40% out of the total (5) ( see Appendix B) .
Consider the following example:

Text (15)

ST A e ali e JS 8 aa el s Jolall eliadl) ()5S ) 55 5 " Reference
Jadly V) Lgiaine o (Ja Ay giall g ) 5l aae 5 cldllaa —
Falae Cond oy il dm e (el y Qi ol Uy st | (Al-Sistani,
ety 2019, para. 7).
Trans. The equitable justice should be the reference point for adjudicating
crimes and violations. Those who commit crimes should not be held
accountable except by legal means. As for those who committed the
crimes of dragging, disfiguring and hanging (the corpse), they should
be held accountable.

In the text above, a fair judgment is made by Al-Sistani. He
shows that the crimes and the violations should be ruled on by an
equitable justice. Furthermore, he shows that the crime involving
dragging, disfiguring and hanging a corpse in Al-Wathba area in
Baghdad should not go unpunished. He urges the concerned bodies
to give fair trials to those who committed all of these forms of
violence and crimes in accordance with law. This strategy helps give
a good impression of him, shows his good intentions and gives
credibility to his argument.

;\.i.ab.d‘ Gv)&uﬂw\.:‘.é.n;dqhﬂ
T4 sl
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3-Affective Appeals

In the sermon under study, there are six examples of this type of
appeals , constituting 30% out of the total(20). The following are the
strategies that occur within this kind:

Vivid picture

Within this type of appeals, the vivid picture strategy occurs
twice, making up 33% out of the total (6) (see the Appendix B). The
following is a good example:

Text (3&4)

ST Al 2 Grels e peall (DY 2l 4 gl 5 S3 L U8 <" | Reference
el oal oailTia 230 Lead 1 5L 5 )58l all Ll 1 (500 43,1
13 815038 38 5 ¢ a V) aalaiill Lede Vi (o G pgibas (e e (Al-Sistani,
Cilaaza) 5 elagill (e oYY il e ol e 436 e 3y e Jisha okl | 2019, para.
Gl a5 (e 38 sk Cladn | s 5 a5 a sl el 1).
Qr_'lr_\.éq e;\dﬂ\}ujla:d\ )}ad.«;\ L@Jﬂ; \}Au)} e;b\}}wuﬁb
Ml g (o el 5 Y
Trans. The second anniversary of announcing the victory over ISIS has
passed a few days ago. In this great historic war, the Iraqi fighters
have fought hard to liberate the dear parts of their country, which have
been occupied by this terrorist organization. Over the past three
years, they have sacrificed tens of thousands of martyrs and double
that number of injured on this path, and they have written in pride and
dignity pages in the history of Iraq and have painted the most beautiful
pictures of heroism and redemption in defending their country, honor
and sanctities.

Al-Sistani in the example above portrayed a picture of the
heroism of the Iraqi fighters in the war against ISIS. He depicted
them as heroes who defended the dear territories and the sacred
places of Iraq, and who preserved its unity through making supreme
sacrifices involving thousands martyrs and injured fighters. These
fighters are also described as brave fighters who added a new page
of pride and dignity in the history of Iraq. This way of depicting the
valor of the Iraqi fighters clarifies the message and helps create an
impact on the audience and motivates them to remember and

commend the Iraqi fighters' sacrifices in this war.

charged language

This strategy occurs four times in the sermon under study,
making up 66% out of the total (6) (see Appendix B). Below is a good
instance.
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Reference

Sl sl

(Al-Sistani, 2019,
para. 5).

Trans.

Dear Iragis, now you have another fateful battle, which is 'the battle of
reform', and you need to end a long era of corruption and failure in

managing the country.

A charged language was used in text above to create an impact
on the audience. Words charged with negative emotions like
‘corruption' and 'failure' is used to arouse emotions of anger against
the Iraqi political class's corruption and failure in running the country.
Another strong expression such as 'fateful battle' is used to foster the
enthusiastic spirit of the Iraqi people to fight a peaceful battle against
corruption and the deteriorating situation in Iraq, considering it the
only solution to force the ruling political class to make comprehensive

reforms.

Table 6. Direct and Indirect Persuasive Speech Acts with Their Pragmatic

Functions in the Second Sermon

Pragmatic function Total
SA Direct Fr. Pc. Indirect | Fr. | Pc. | Fr. | Pc.
Representatives Asserting 4 17% / / / 4 | 17%
Directives Advising 6 | 60% | advising| 3 | 30% | 10 | 43%
Warning 1 10%
Expressives Commemorating 2 | 22% / / / 9 | 39%
Praising 2 22%
Thanking 1 11%
Expressing 1 11%
optimism
Expressing hope 1 11%
Condemning 1 11%
Expressing 1 11%
sSorrow

Table 7. Persuasive Appeals and Their Strategies in the Second Sermon

Appeals Strategies Fr. | Pc. Total
Fr.| Pc.
Rational Descriptive Example 2 | 22% | 9 | 44%
Comparison 11 11%
Cause and effect-Consequences 4 | 44%
Degree 11 11%
Stage Process 1| 11%
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Credibility | Showing Writers' Respect for Audiences' Interests 1120% | 5 | 25%
and Point of View

Showing Writer-Audience Shared Interests and 2 | 40%
Points of View

Showing Writer's Good Character and / or 2 | 40%
Judgment
Affective Vivid Picture 2 | 33% | 6 | 30%
Charged Language 4 | 66%

Table (6) and table (7) show that the directive speech acts occur
with a high frequency of occurrence which is (43%), followed by the
expressive speech acts with (39%) frequency of occurrence. The
representative speech acts have a low frequency of occurrence,
which is (17%). Most of the speech acts of all types were explicitly
used, and only three speech acts of directive were implicitly
employed. This might be attributable to the fact that Ayatollah Al-
Sistani wants his insights about different political issues related to
Iragi people to be conveyed clearly to them, taking into account the
difference in their mentality. Since he tackled the issue of the 2019
Iraqi protests, which requires him to direct the Iraqi protesters for his
being the top cleric in Iraq, he utilized the directive speech acts of the
advising pragmatic function to advise and persuade the Iragis to
properly manage their reform battle so that they can win it. That's
why, this type of speech acts occurs with a high frequency of
occurrence. Also, to this end, he used the rational appeal with a
high frequency of occurrence, which is (45%), and within which the
strategy of cause and effect- consequences has (44%) frequency of
occurrence which is higher than that of any other rational strategy.
This might be due to the nature of the topics handled in this sermon,
which requires convincing the protesters logically. Further, Al-Sistani
handled the issue of ways of protests and reforms for which he used
the appeal mentioned above to address the rational aspect of the
minds of the Iraqi protesters to persuade them to use peaceful
protest actions through showing their consequences. Within this type
of appeals, the descriptive example strategy has (22%) frequency of
occurrence, and strategies of comparison, stage process and degree
occur with a low frequency of occurrence, which is (11%). The
strategy of descriptive example and the above-mentioned strategies
were employed by Al-Sistani to support his argument and to convince
the audience. In addition, the expressive speech acts occurring with
a high frequency of occurrence were utilized by Al-Sistani to handle
the issue of the anniversary of the victory over ISIS. He
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commemorates, praises, and thanks the Iraqgi fighters for their
bravery and sacrifices to liberate parts of Irag from this terrorist
organization to encourage the Iragi people to keep these sacrifices
present in their minds. In addition, the employment of this type of
speech act is to condemn and express sorrow for all the violent
actions used in the 2019 protests. Moreover, the affective appeal
was employed with (30%) frequency of occurrence to create an
impact on the audience. Furthermore, strategies used within this type
are vivid picture and charged language. The Vivid picture strategy
was used to give a clear picture of the efforts exerted and the
sacrifices made by all the types of the Iragi armed forces in the war
against ISIS, and the charged language strategy was employed to
arouse the Iraqi people's emotions for the same purpose mentioned
above in addition to arousing the emotions of anger against all forms
of crimes committed in the 2019 protests. The credibility appeal
occurs with a low frequency of occurrence, which is (25%), and it
was utilized by Al-Sistani to reflect a good image of himself and to
make his argument more credible. Additionally, within this type of
appeals, the strategies of writer-audience shared interests and
points of view and showing writer's good character and judgment
have (40%) frequency of occurrence. Showing the writer's respect
for the audience's interests and points of view has the lowest
frequency of occurrence, which is (20%). These strategies were
employed to reveal that Al-Sistani is part of the displaced people
when he urges achieving their demands, in addition, he is fair in his
judgments about the violent actions used in the 2019 protests.
Moreover, the lowest frequency of the credibility appeal can be
ascribable to the fact that his main objective is not to show his morals
or good intentions when persuading the audience.

5. Conclusion
The analysis of data has led to the following findings:

1-The first sermon handles issues like the peaceful protests in
2019 in addition to the call for legislating new laws of election
and its commission. Only two kinds of speech acts occur in
this sermon: representative and directive. The representative
speech act has a very low frequency of occurrence, which is
(20%), and it is of an asserting pragmatic function. The
directive speech acts occur with a high frequency of
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occurrence, which is (80%). All the pragmatic functions
occurring within this type are of advising whether direct or
indirect Additionally, the indirect advising pragmatic function is
dominant with (75%) frequency of occurrence whereas the
direct advising pragmatic function has a low frequency of
occurrence, which is (25%). This might be due to the nature of
the propositions involved in this sermon. Al-Sistani asserts that
he has explained his position on the protests by setting
conditions to support them, and these conditions indirectly
conveyed pieces of advice (involving using peaceful protest
actions, avoiding bloodshed and meeting the public demands
by the political forces) to the audience. For this reason, the
indirect directive speech act are dominant in the sermon. In
regard with the rational appeal, credibility appeal and affective
appeal, they occur with different frequencies of occurrence.
Among these types of appeals, the rational appeals are most
used with (45%) frequency of occurrence due to the nature of
the topics concentrated on in this sermon. Only strategies of
stage process and cause and effect- consequences were
employed within the previously mentioned type of appeals, and
each one of them occurs only once. Urging the ruling political
forces to legislate new laws of election and its commission as
a necessary step was expressed via the stage process
strategy. Showing the positive consequences of defusing the
crisis in Iraq through legislating the above- mentioned laws
was expressed via the strategy of cause and effect-
consequences. Moreover, the credibility appeal occurs with a
low frequency of occurrence, which is (25%), and the strategy
of the writer's good character and judgment was utilized within
it. It seems like Al-Sistani's main aim is not to show his good
will when conveying messages to the protesters. The affective
appeal occurs in only one example which is of the strategy of
appealing to the audience's views which has a low frequency
of occurrence, which is (25%). This might be because this
sermon handles issues of staging peaceful protests and
making reforms which require appealing to the protesters'
sense of logic rather than emotions. The utilization of all the
above- mentioned persuasive strategies in this way can
achieve the desired aim which is persuading the audience.

|
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2- The second sermon tackles the 2019 Iraqi protest, the second

anniversary of the victory over ISIS, and the crimes committed
in the protests. In this sermon, representative, directive and
expressive speech acts were utilized. Among these types of
speech acts, the directives were employed with the highest
frequency of occurrence, which is (43%). The pragmatic
functions occurring within this type are of advising, whether
direct or indirect, and warning. The expressive speech acts
with different pragmatic functions (commemorating, praising,
thanking, expressing optimism, expressing hope,
condemning and expressing sorrow) were employed with
(39%) frequency of occurrence. Both commemorating and
praising pragmatic functions are dominant over others with
(22%) frequency of occurrence. As for the representative
speech act, only the asserting pragmatic function was used.
Most of these types of speech acts were explicitly utilized to
convey the messages clearly to the audience, taking into
consideration the difference in mentality. The directive speech
acts with the advising pragmatic function were used to give
advice to motivate the protesters to remain peaceful in their
demonstrations and to avoid violent protest actions, regarding
this as the only way to achieve the protests aims and to
prevent the slide into chaos. Additionally, the employment of
the expressive speech acts is for commemorating the
anniversary of the victory over ISIS and praising the Iraqi
armed forces' sacrifices in the war against this terrorist
organization to encourage Iraqis to keep these sacrifices
present in their minds as a sign of gratitude to these forces.
Furthermore, the representative speech acts were employed to
assert the top cleric's support of the peaceful protests and the
rejection of uncontrolled weapons. As for the three persuasive
appeals, the rational appeals are dominant with (45%)
frequency of occurrence, including different strategies like
descriptive example, comparison, degree, stage process and
cause and effect- consequences. Among other strategies, the
latter has a high frequency of occurrence, which is (44%). The
nature of the topics dealt with in this sermon requires
depending on logic to persuade people. Showing the cause
and effect- consequences of the peaceful demonstrations
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helps convince the Iraqgi people to adopt them. Regarding the
credibility appeal, it occurs with a low frequency of
occurrence, which is (25%), involving showing respect for the
audience's interests and point of view, the writer-audience
shared interests and point of view and the writer's good
character and judgment. This might be attributable to the fact
that Al-Sistani's main objective is not to show his good
intentions. As far as the affective appeals are concerned, they
have (30%) frequency of occurrence, and within this kind of
appeals, two persuasive strategies were utilized: vivid picture
and charged language. The latter occurs with a high frequency
of occurrence, which is (66%). This might be ascribable to the
fact that strong language contributes substantially to arousing
people's emotions of anger against issues dealt with in this
sermon like corruption and failure in running Iraq and the
crimes committed during the 2019 protests. The utilization of
the above mentioned persuasive strategies like this helps
make the argument more persuasive.
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Appendix A
Persuasive lllocutionary Speech Acts and Their Pragmatic
Functions
No Texts Speech Acts Persuasive Purpose
1o | ol LY elagdll LSIy Dlaly S Expressive/ Motivating Iraqis to always
"agileny Gl gl l i ) s Direct commemorate the Iraqi
(Al-Sistani, 2019, paara.2). martyrs who liberated Iraq
We commemorate with respect | Commemorating from ISIS as a sign of
and honor the righteous martyrs gratitude to them.
who watered the country with
their blood.
2- Ol sl 53 ) g Al 1A elag Expressive/ Motivating Iraqis to always
anall sy e b 155,58 8 51 agilany Direct praise and remember the
Y ol Qla) il g Al S0 Iraqi martyrs' and the Iraqi
el e 25l G ghal g agia HESI ) Praising fighters' sacrifices to
Oty g Al IS Ganla )Y U (56 515 liberate Iraq from ISIS as a
(e laliall calide 85 Tl aalBla sign of gratitude to them.
"Jle 5l JIS e
(Al-Sistani, 2019, para.2).
The righteous martyrs who
watered the country with their
pure blood. They have risen to
the highest levels of glory and
dignity... and to the heroic
fighters, many of whom are still
bravely fighting the remnants of
terrorists, and relentlessly
tracking down their hidden cells
in different areas.
3- e Jaadl 555 (Ao 2Kl s LS” Representative/ Persuading the Iraqi
Bl laliall 8 dplimall Cogplall Gpuns Direct government to take its
Oe Ul Lelal (S5 s e 3ale 5 responsibility to help the
"l Sy e gl 83 gl Asserting displaced people, to
(Al-Sistani, 2019, para.4). reconstruct their liberated
We also reaffirm that it is areas and to help them
necessary to improve the living Directive/ return to their hometowns.
conditions of the displaced Direct
people in the liberated areas, to
reconstruct their cities and to Advising
enable them to return to their
hometowns with honor and
dignity.

The Islamic University College Journal

No. 69
Part: 2

ISSN 1997-6208 Print
ISSN 2664 - 4355 Online

;\.i.ab.d‘ Gw)&uﬂw\.:‘.éﬂ;dqhﬂ
T4 sl
Y :gj.ﬁ"




(114)

Persuasive Strategies in Selected Al-Sistani's Friday Sermons

4- J& Y Sysh cali ) 3S el 028 ol Directive/ Persuading the audience to
2l (5 -l o A SV AS jra e Byl Indirect fight a peaceful reform
o shuadins) A a0 () 58 jall 5 el 5 battle to fix the deteriorating
Sle Mt d) e g A Y1 ES jea situation in Iraq.
Liayl L JlatiV) 548 jaall 030 jlet L Advising
"l sl o
(Al-Sistani, 2019, para.5).
This battle - which is long
overdue - is no less fierce than
the battle of terrorism, if not more
severe. The honorable Iragis,
who fought bravely in the battle
of terrorism, are able - with the
help of God Almighty - to fight
this battle and win it if they
properly manage it.
5- 54 ekl L) gl o) S5l (e 5" Directive/ Convincing the audience
e JlatD (Yl Loyl Indirect that peaceful protests are
(Al-Sistani, 2019, para.5). the best way to win the
It is definite that using peaceful Advising reform battle against
protest actions is a basic corruption and the
condition for winning the battle. deterioration of situation.
6- el 8 S Uil alaea )" Representative/ Persuading the Iraqi
Laal (530 (5SH A el cldlaie V) Direct protesters to keep using
il g Cainll (el gl g Ll peaceful protest actions
I e pe L bl sall mllany ) ¥l Asserting even if they are assaulted
Ul sae g alls Led iy ) A A elaal) by weapons.
(Al-Sistani, 2019, para.5).
Most of the participants in the
ongoing demonstrations and sit-
ins realize how important it is for
demonstrations to be free from
violence, chaos and harm to the
citizens' interests, despite
cherished blood that has been
wrongfully shed in the recent
events.
7- | AN S Legalsall dalall 1 )" | Representative/ Persuading the Iraqi
XKy iy Juie V) Gl sa (e dualall Direct government to take into
Al Ama yall 4l cie s Lo dsanl (5 ,a0 5 50 consideration the
I8 Ol iy (855w (a1 e Asserting importance of previous
" Al dalud 3Ll advice given by the Grand
(Al-Sistani, 2019, para.6). Ayatollah Al-Sistani to limit
This tragic incident and other weapons to its hands to
incidents of assassination and achieve security and
abduction emphasize the stability and to protect
importance of what has been people's lives.
called for earlier by the authority
of religion that weapons should
be limited to the hands of the Convincing the Iraqi
government and the existence of | Directive/ Direct | government to take action
any armed faction out of the against the uncontrolled
e N
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control of the state should be
prevented.

Advising

weapons and the existence
of the armed factions out of
the control of the state.

il (e aly Lo S 8 aa el 1 okl
o i Augiall gl Ol sa a5 (il
Sl Lal g i 8l Jandl V) Leuiations
cand i Ll any e Gl s Sl
"o ld dunlas
(Al-Sistani, 2019, para.7).
We emphasize that the equitable
justice should be the reference
point for adjudicating crimes and
violations. Those who commit
crimes should not be held
accountable except by legal
means. As for those who
committed the crimes of
dragging, disfiguring and hanging
(the corpse), they should be held
accountable.

8- | V¥ Al e dladladli; A ) jsul o | Directive/ Direct Motivating the Iraqi
" el 13 Gty o 4 government to maintain
(Al-Sistani, 2019, para.6). Advising stability and civil peace in
Stability of the country and civil Iraq through limiting
peace depend on achieving that. weapons to its hands.
9- e 058 G agad) clgall e Directive/ Direct Persuading the Iraqi
028 |5 8l (pae (0SS 9 A 5l (5 slse government to arrest and
"leale agulat s 45y sall ol jall Advising punish those who
(Al-Sistani, 2019, para.7). committed horrible crimes
We call upon the concerned in the 2019 Iraqi protests.
bodies to take their responsibility
to uncover those committed
these horrible crimes and to hold
them uncountable for them.
10 elatll () o5 () 3 g puia e 213 LS" Directive/ Direct Convincing the Iraqi

Advising

government to arrest and
hold accountable those
who used violent actions
against the protesters in
addition to arresting and
punishing those who
committed the horrific crime
in Al-Wathba area in
accordance with law.
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DS Las alsall Caalall 3 o). s
Jaie ) g (g Apalall AY) s
e le duanl (5 a0 5 je g Cllaia¥l
O 83w a1l e Aiall Fgmas all 4l
"4 gal) Alald Sl 8 3l iy
(Al-Sistani, 2019, para.5).
Despite cherished blood that
has been wrongfully shed in
the recent events of which the
last one has happened at the
beginning of this week. This
tragic incident and other
incidents of assassination and
abduction emphasize the
importance of what has been
called for earlier by the
authority of religion that the
weapons should be limited to

the hands of the government.

Appendix (B)
Persuasive Appeals and Their Strategies
No Texts Persuasive Persuasive
Appeals and Purpose
their strategies
1- | pete LB J1 5 Y cpdll Jladl) culilaal” Affective Depicting the fighters as brave
L Osealses eall 0o 2530 o sl 5 persons who are tirelessly
AR ( siiay 5 Al S Ganla ) tracking down SIS hidden
JE e e Ghliall Calide 5 il Vivid Picture cells, and who are cleansing
"dl Iraq from them.
(Al-Sistani, 2019, para.2).
The heroic fighters, many of
whom are still bravely fighting
the remnants of terrorists, and
relentlessly tracking down
their hidden cells in different
areas.
2- | i) A AN slaall S e a0 " Affective Using words with negative
sl la Al e (IS5 Ul e slalls Lgd emotions like blood, unfairly,
e & ehtie) e g sl s Ly 4 wrongfully, vicious assault,
sy i) dilaie b o alia) La) Charged martyrs, injured,
g (g pgle il il Afmiia Ciad das language victims, tragic incident,

assassination and abduction
to arouse the emotions of
anger against the uncontrolled
weapons and the assaults
against the Iraqi protesters
and to urge the Iraqi
government to limit weapons
to its hands.
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3- DA S g alsall Salall 1aa )" Rational Showing cause and effect

Jeie Y dal g e dpalall LY consequences through
oo le dpaal (55305 je S5 Cildaiay Cause and demanding preventing the
A3 a1 e Al dma jall 4 Effect - existence of any armed

Aol Al #3 8 #Odl andy | Consequences | faction out of the control of the
dalue de sana gl 253 5 pland) a2 state in addition to limiting
"Olsie g anl gl cn gl 4 weapons to the hands of the
(Al-Sistani, 2019, para.6). government for they are the
This tragic incident and other reason behind assaulting,
incidents of assassination and killing and abducting the Iraqi
abduction emphasize the protesters. It was employed to
importance of what has been urge the government to take
called for earlier by the action against this.
authority of religion that the
weapons should be limited to
the hands of the government
and the existence of any
armed faction out of the
control of the state should be
prevented.

4- plall e dadlaall g ALl sl )" Rational Showing the positive
"Y1 Gt a4 JaY) consequences which are
(Al-Sistani, 2019, para.6). Cause and preserving stability and civil

Stability of the country and Effect - peace and protecting people's
civil peace depend on Consequences | lives through limiting weapons
achieving that. to the hands of the
government.
5- plall e dadlaall g Al ) sl )" Credibility Regarding the Iraqi protesters'
Lo a5 el 138 (3ias o 5 48 oY) demands as Al-Sistani's to
A4S jall da Ciladll 45 8 a1 of ol | Showing Writer- | reflect a positive image of the
il Aadlay) Audience top cleric and to increase the
(Al-Sistani, 2019,para.6). Shared Interests credibility of his argument.
Stability of the country and and Points of
civil peace depend on View
achieving that, which we hope
will happen as a result of the

ongoing reform process.

6- | hlee (oo Leosady a3 Ll Affective Using words with negative

Letas AT JS shrie ) 5 caladll 5 Jil) emotions like 'condemn’,
por il g Al de g pall 5 Aaill Ay al) Charged killing', 'abducting’,
"ad gl dslaia & Gyl Language ‘assaulting' and 'horrible
(Al-Sistani, 2019,para.7). crime' to arouse emotions of
We strongly condemn killing, anger against the violent
abduction and assault in all its actions against the protesters
forms, involving the horrible and other people in Iraq.
the crime that took place in Al- Giving an example about Al-
Wathba yesterday. Wathba crime to support the
Rational argument about the
unacceptable violent actions
Descriptive used in the 2019 protests to
Example urge the Iraqi protesters to
stop using them.
-
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7- | Agsall o alloda 158 B Gee (ST Affective Using strong words such as
il g Janadl el 5 . Lol aganlais 'horrific crimes’,  'dragging’,
Bonlae ad ol e LT any gd Baladll 'disfiguring', 'hanging (the
glaial (e Ban g le el (g clgleld corpse)', 'sadly' and 'horrible
Laaabline dalial (alasY) (e s 22 Charged scenes' to create an impact
"Onal s daladll Language on the audience to renounce
(Al-Sistani, 2019, para.7). and condemn such
They should uncover those unpeaceful actions in the
who committed the horrific protests.
crimes and hold them
accountable for them...and
they should hold accountable
those who committed the
crime of dragging, disfiguring
and hanging( the corpse).
8- | Ahsall i jall a5 B (e ClSS " Rational Urging the Iraqi government
)85 il (g it dlgale agdal and the protesters not to
Dl o il s AL ) il 5 (el e resort to violence through
"ClalaiaY) Ale e revealing its negative
(Al-Sistani, 2019, para.). Cause and consequences involving
They should uncover those Effect- threatening stability and the
who committed the horrible Consequences peaceful protests.
crimes and hold them
accountable for them, and we
warn against their negative
consequences on the country
stability and the peaceful
protests in case these crimes
are committed again.
9- | Lausm oY A alalaiay) el Credibility Reflecting a positive image of
"reall lgle Al-Sistani through calling upon
(Al-Sistani, 2019, para.7). Showing Writer's the Iraqi protesters to keep

They should ensure peaceful
protests.

Good Character
and/or Judgment

using peaceful protest actions,
and never use violence.
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