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Abstract

This study aims to analyze the impact of extracurricular activities on the development of critical
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thinking skills among students at Al-Shahid Al-Sadr Secondary School for Boys in the city of
Hilla. The researcher employed a descriptive-analytical approach, relying on the collection of
guantitative data using a specially designed questionnaire. The questionnaires were distributed
to a random sample of 120 students out of 400 students at the school. The extracurricular
activities analyzed included cultural and artistic activities, sports and social activities, informal
educational activities, voluntary activities, and technology and artificial intelligence. The results
of the study indicated that extracurricular activities positively influence the development of
critical thinking skills, with cultural and sports activities having the most significant positive
impact, while technology and voluntary activities had less impact. The results of the ANOVA
test showed statistically significant differences between the levels of different extracurricular
activities in developing critical thinking skills, supporting the alternative hypothesis. The study
concluded that extracurricular activities play a vital role in enhancing critical thinking among
students, with the need to encourage participation in technology and voluntary activities to

foster students' skills comprehensively.

Keywords: Extracurricular activities, critical thinking skills, high school students, education,

cultural activities
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