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Abstract
This paper examines the legal and institutional framework for protecting children with
special needs from domestic violence in Iraq, grounded in the principle of “the best
interests of the child” and in compliance with relevant international conventions. The first
section addresses foundational concepts by delineating the statutory definition of a child
with special needs under Iraq’s Law No. 38 of 2013 on Persons with Disabilities and the
UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (2006). It then defines domestic
violence and explores its particular manifestations against this vulnerable group, assessing
both its psychological and physical impacts.
The second section focuses on the national and international legislative framework for
safeguarding children with disabilities. It reviews Iraq’s Child Protection Law No. 21 of
2015 and the Domestic Violence Protection Law No. 8 of 2010, alongside international
instruments (notably the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child, 1989). The discussion
then turns to the monitoring and prevention mechanisms operated by social and judicial
institutions—including rapid-response reporting centers and family protection units—and
to urgent intervention and remedial measures through protection committees, medical and
psychological services, rehabilitative programs, and the issuance and enforcement of
judicial protection orders.
A descriptive-analytical and comparative methodology was employed, supported by
official reports and interviews with experts in the judiciary and social work. The study
finds that coordination gaps among ministries and inadequate field training for
practitioners delay timely responses. It concludes with a set of recommendations aimed at
aligning legislation with practical needs, strengthening inter-agency cooperation
protocols, and developing specialized training programs to ensure comprehensive and
sustainable protection of children with special needs against domestic violence.
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