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Abstract

This paper attempts to study German Orientalism; its be-
ginnings and evolution with a focus on an important and ef-
fective model in the development of the work of this Orien-
talist school. So it required us to shed light on two of the most
prominent Orientalist societies in Germany which, in turn, at-
tracted us to review the most prominent academic and intel-
lectual output of German Orientalists during the nineteenth
and twentieth centuries.

The present paper includes, an introduction and two
sections. The first section deals with the beginnings; the
Academy of German Orientalism to address the circum-
stances of the establishment of the German Oriental Society
(Deutschen Morgenlandischen Gesellschaft) and the result-
ing academic and well written studies on the East and its
various societies. Moreover, the political conditions, that
had a clear impact on the course of development of this as-
sociation in particular, and Orientalist studies in Germany in
general, are touched upon.

The second section handles the German Orient Society
(Deutsche Orient-Gesellschaft), which was mainly concerned
with the field of research in archeology, with a comparison of
what had already been achieved by the rest of the most prom-
inent European schools of Orientalism, especially the French
and English ones, to conclude the most important goals and
achievements of the German Orient Society. The active role
it played in the development of archaeological excavations in
the East is also explored by the paper.
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