Summary:

Throughout their ancient history and since the establishment of the first
central government on Iranian lands, Iranians have spoken several different
languages. Old Persian was the official language of the royal court during the
reign of Darius I, which was closely linked to the Sanskrit language. There-
fore, it is believed that ancient Persian and Sanskrit are branches of one ori-
gin. After the end of this historical role of the ancient Persian language, and
during the period between 300 BC. AD and 700 AD, new languages appeared,
including the Pahlavi language, which with its appearance is considered the
beginning of the Middle Persian language stage. There are many works writ-
ten in the language of this stage even after the emergence of Islam, because
many of the languages of this stage remained popular and in use until the
stage of the new Persian language. The Pahlavi script was drawn from the
Aramaic language, which is one of the Semitic scripts, and is written from
right to left.

Hence the importance of studying this topic to explain the role of the
Pahlavi language in transmitting the Iranian heritage in the Sassanian era,
that is, before Iran entered Islam and abandoned speaking this language and
turned towards the Arabic language, being the language of the new religion,
to understand its origins and legislation, as well as the ease of speaking, writ-
ing and learning in it, In comparison With the Pahlavi language.

Keywords: Persian language, Pahlavi, Sasanian antiquities.
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