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Abstract:

During the Age of Enlightenment, which was regarded as the best
period in European history and lasted from the late seventeenth century to the
late eighteenth century AD, Rousseau was one of the forerunners of modern
European thought. The development of science, the rise of money, an arbitrarily
structured society, and authoritarian institutions were all criticised by Rousseau.
Additionally, because of the influence his contributions to politics, literature,
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and education have had, his ideology serves as the foundation for moulding
political events in France. He is a social philosopher and religious thinker who
travelled to Switzerland, France, and Italy to pique his followers' interest with
his writings.

Despite his reputation as a philosopher and writer, his writings were the
outcome of his thoughts and instincts. Rousseau endured hostility, jealously,
and misunderstandings throughout his life as a result of being a pioneer in his
community. Rousseau consequently decided for himself to withdraw from
society. In addition, he voiced his hatred for the affluent, refined, and orderly
classes. He also experienced a spiritual crisis as a result of the social and
political conditions of his day.

Anyone who reads his writings or considers his theories will discover in
Jean-Jacques Rousseau the human being, the moral sense, reason, and
conscience, as he portrayed them in his works of descriptive and conceptual
literature. His writings' effects throughout his life caused him a great deal of
difficulty and trouble because they contained sentimental descriptions that were
bursting with feeling and emotion.

key words: Rousseau, European thought, philosophy, social contract,
education theory.
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