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Al-Jumla al-Mahdiyya: A Commentary on the Qutrubiyya Verses
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Abstract

The first to author a work on linguistic triangles was Muhammad ibn al-
Mustanir, famously known as Qutrub (d. 206 AH). The linguistic triangle, as he
defined it, refers to words that share all the same letters except for one, whose
vowel changes, resulting in a different meaning with each variation. Several
scholars have versified his triangle, among the most famous being the jurist Sadid
al-Din al-Bahnasi, who named his poem *The Triangle of Qutrub According to
Alphabetical Letters*. Many scholars have commented on it, including the eminent
scholar Muhammad ibn Mahdi al-Jarari al-Dar‘i (d. 979 AH), whose commentary
was characterized by precision and comprehensiveness. We have critically edited
this commentary and annotated it in accordance with the rules of scholarly editing,
preceded by an introduction on the author’s biography.
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