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Abstract:

The text is composed of various linguistic structures, starting
from the word, then the sentence, and finally the overall construction.
These structures are interconnected through relationships that both
influence and are influenced by the text. One of the most significant
factors shaping these relationships is context, which serves as the key
to unveiling textual connections and meanings. Given that Nahj al-
Balagha is closely tied to the Holy Qur’an, and built upon divine
principles, profound semantic values, and high Islamic rulings, as
well as themes such as asceticism, warfare, sermons, advice,
guidance, and warnings, it has rendered the text an open and rich
field for commentators, researchers, and readers alike. The diverse
occasions of Imam Ali's (peace be upon-him) speeches within Nahj
al-Balagha have led to a corresponding diversity in style and
contexts—ranging from the context of war, to advice, and asceticism,
among others. Consequently, commentators on Nahj al-Balagha
have placed particular emphasis on contextual clues to uncover the
profound semantic dimensions of Imam Ali’s words. Based on this
foundational  significance, the current study is titled:
"The Employment of Context in the Commentaries on Nahj al-
Balagha: A Study of Imam Ali’s (PBUH) Dialogue with Dhi‘lab al-
Yamani (as a case study)"”. The research highlights eight selected
commentaries—both classical and modern—and aims to compare
how they utilized context to enhance the aesthetic quality of the
discourse. The chosen passage—Imam Ali’s (peace be upon him)
response to Dhi‘lab’s question, “Have you seen your Lord, O
Commander of the Faithful?”—was selected for its rich and powerful
semantic context, supported by arguments and proofs. The Imam’s
reply not only answers Dhi‘lab’s inquiry but also affirms the
existence, wisdom, and power of God.
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