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Al-Subki and his approach to selecting and citing poetic
evidence in his explanation of Arous Al-Afrah
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Abstractl_]

This study aims to explore the methodology of Baha' al-Din al-Subki (d. 773 AH) in selecting and presenting
poetic evidence in his commentary Sharh ‘Ariis al-Afrah. Through a close examination of the text and a
comprehensive survey of the poetic citations it contains, the research seeks to uncover the principles and
mechanisms al-Subki employed in his use of poetic material, as well as the criteria guiding his selections.

The study, entitled “Al-Subki (d. 773 AH) and His Methodology in Selecting and Presenting Poetic Evidence
in Sharh “Arus al-Afrah”, reveals that poetic citation occupies a prominent place in the work. Al-Subki draws
upon a wide range of poetic sources from poets representing various historical periods. His commentary is
regarded as a significant contribution to Arabic rhetorical scholarship.Al-Subki’s selection of poetic examples
is informed by multiple standards, foremost among them: aesthetic taste, historical relevance, and religious
significance. The study includes a statistical analysis of the poets most frequently cited in the work. Among the
pre-Islamic poets, Imru’ al-Qays is cited most frequently, followed by Zuhayr ibn Abi Sulma. Among the post-
Islamic (muhdathtin) poets, al-Mutanabbi and Abii Tammam appear most prominently. The study also highlights
the centrality of the religious criterion in al-Subki’s approach, demonstrated by his frequent reliance on Qur’anic
verses, which often take precedence over poetic examples in his discussions of rhetorical issues. This reflects
his strong commitment to integrating rhetorical analysis with Qur’anic discourse.The research concludes by
emphasizing al-Subki’s distinctive rhetorical methodology, which skillfully integrates analytical depth with
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refined literary taste, reflecting his rootedness in both the theoretical and aesthetic dimensions of Arabic
rhetoric.Keywords (Bahaa El-Din El-Subki, technical analytical method, poetic witness).
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