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 Abstract:-
The Razavi shrine in the holy city 

of Mashhad, apart from the honorable 
resting place of Imam Rida (as), which 
is a refuge for the helpless, has other 
sacred symbols that are placed in the 
religious memory of pilgrims and play 
a significant role in representing their 
religious culture; among them is the 
symbol of "playing the Naqqara". The 
present study tries to study the 
phenomenology of this symbol in order 
to discover the mental meanings of the 
pilgrims around whom they have lived 
the experience. The research method is 
content analysis of information and 
findings collected through interviews, 
observation, and review of documents. 
The results show, based on the beliefs 
of the pilgrims of the Razavi shrine 
(Emic method), that playing the 
Naqqara is “full of hope and joy”, 
“transforming”, “calming and 
sedative”. The pilgrims believe that the 
sound of the Naqqara is a sign of the 
connection between heaven and earth, 
and when they hear it, they are 
enchanted by the grandeur of the 
sanctuary; and they feel themselves in 
the refuge of their imam, and believe 
that the perception of those moments as 
a gift and a promise from Imam Rida 
(as) to accept them. But playing the 
Naqqara based on the researcher's 
semantic (Etic approach), it includes 
the meanings of “sanctification”, 
“acquisition of religious experience 
and closeness to God”, “supplication 
and mediation” and “special care from 
God Almighty .” 

Key words: Phenomenology, Razavi 
shrine, playing Naqqarah.
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