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Abstract:

Between 1820 and 1852, France underwent profound economic
transformations influenced by volatile political and social contexts. These
changes were shaped by the aftermath of the Napoleonic Wars, economic
reconstruction efforts, the rise of the bourgeoisie, and escalating social
tensions that led to recurring revolutions. This period can be divided into
three key phases. The first phase, the Bourbon Restoration (1820-1830),
was characterized by governmental attempts to rebuild the war-damaged
economy. Agriculture faced severe crises due to labor shortages and
protectionist policies, while the industrial sector struggled against fierce
competition from British imports. In response, the government imposed
high tariffs, yet these measures failed to foster substantial industrial
growth. Meanwhile, the debt crisis intensified, reinforcing the influence
of the banking sector, particularly the Rothschild family, which played a
pivotal role in financing. The second phase, the July Monarchy (1830-
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1848), began with the July 1830 Revolution, which overthrew King
Charles X and brought Louis-Philippe | to power, establishing a
monarchy aligned with bourgeois interests. Despite economic growth in
sectors such as textiles and manufacturing, income inequality widened as
the wealthy bourgeoisie dominated the economic and political landscape.
This imbalance led to rising labor unrest, exacerbated by the economic
crisis of 1846-1847, which increased unemployment and worsened living
conditions for workers. Mounting discontent culminated in the February
1848 Revolution, which dismantled the monarchy and established the
Second Republic (1848-1852). The newly formed republic faced severe
economic challenges, particularly unemployment and financial crises. In
response, the provisional government launched the National Workshops
initiative to provide jobs for the unemployed. However, financial
difficulties and mismanagement led to the closure of these workshops,
sparking the June 1848 Uprising, which was violently suppressed,
deepening social divisions. Amidst this turmoil, Louis-Napoleon
Bonaparte emerged as a dominant political figure, winning the
presidential election in December 1848. His economic policies focused
on infrastructure development, particularly investments in railways and
port modernization. Nevertheless, persistent economic fluctuations led
him to stage the 1851 coup, effectively ending the Second Republic and
paving the way for the establishment of the Second Empire. This period
reflects the complexities of France’s economic transition, where
economic crises intertwined with political and social upheavals, marking
a pivotal phase in modern French history. These transformations
reinforced state intervention in economic affairs and laid the foundation
for a new economic model under the Second Empire.
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