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Scientific Endowments and Their Role in Promoting Values: The Schools
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Keywords: Endowments, Schools, Values
Summary:

Scientific endowments (awqaf) represent a major intellectual and
educational resource that ensures the continuity of scholarly and scientific
production. They contribute to the advancement of science and research by
providing opportunities for teachers and students to pursue academic and scientific
excellence through dedicated time for study and inquiry. The impact and merit of
endowments on schools is clearly evident in the history of Islamic civilization, as
they played a significant role in the establishment and flourishing of many
educational institutions.

Historians have traced the development of education and documented
the schools that were established around the Holy Mosque in Mecca since the 6th
century AH / 12th century CE. These schools contributed significantly to the
education and moral upbringing of Muslims, and to the intellectual, religious, and

cultural advancement of the Islamic nation.
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This study aims to shed light on scientific endowments and their role in
promoting values, focusing on the schools of Mecca during the 6th and 7th centuries
AH (12th and 13th centuries CE). These schools played a vital role in serving
knowledge, supporting students, spreading culture, and fulfilling the mission of
education and upbringing. The schools of Mecca represented a remarkable historical
model that reflected the influence of endowments on the scientific movement. The
growth, expansion, and proper management of endowment resources formed a
foundational support for the development of educational activities. Consequently,
scientific endowment institutions such as schools and mosques flourished, academic
chairs multiplied, and public libraries increased—turning Mecca into a center for

students and a gathering place for scholars and jurists.



