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Abstract

Throughout its history,which spanned more than six centuries, the Ottoman
Empire enjoyed many factors of success, some of which accompanied its early stages
and contributed to its construction and development. The 16th century saw the empire
reach its maximum expansion, with its possessions covering parts of three continents:
Asia, Europe and Africa, relying on its land and naval forces.

In the late Ottoman period, especially in the first quarter of the 20th century,
aviation and air navigation occupied the minds of the military and political elite,
Therefore, they strove with all means at their disposal to lay the foundations for
Ottoman aviation as a promising weapon that could make a difference on the
battlefield, drawing inspiration from the experiences of European countries and
drawing on their expertise, as they had made strides in this field.

In order to keep pace with military and technical developments in Europe, the first
military air surveillance unit was established within the Ottoman army in 1909. In
early 1910, Lieutenant General Mahmud Siikrii Pasha, Minister of War sent a number
of officers to France and Germany as military advisers, including Major Ali Fathi
Bey, who recommended in his report the formation of an air navigation team, the
training of officers in aviation, the purchase of aircraft, and the establishment of a
school and aviation centre in Istanbul.

The Ottoman-Italian War of 1911 contributed to accelerating the Ottoman
Empire's efforts to establish an organised air force, as that war marked a pivotal
turning point in the history of military aviation. Italy was the first country to use
aircraft and airships for aerial bombardment, surveillance, and psychological warfare
during its military operations against the Ottomans in Tripoli (Libya). This early use
of aviation represented a qualitative shift in the concept of modern warfare, prompting
the Ottoman military and political leadership to recognise the importance of this new
weapon and take the strategic decision to establish an air force in 1911, enabling the
state to keep pace with rapid military developments and meet the emerging challenges
on the ground at that time. The Ottoman-Italian War (1911) and the Balkan Wars
(1912-1913) confirmed the decisive role of aviation, although they also revealed
organisational and logistical shortcomings.

With the outbreak of World War I in 1914,French cadres and trainers withdrew
and seized the contracted aircraft, temporarily halting the aviation school. Germany
then took over the supply of aircraft and cadres to the Ottoman Empire, and air
missions in Palestine and Iraq expanded from reconnaissance to bombing and
psychological support. Towards the end of the war, the General Inspection of the Air
Force was established, placing Ottoman aviation under German supervision.
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The nature of the study necessitated dividing the research into two main sections.
The first section dealt with the historical roots of Ottoman aviation and air navigation,
while the second section was entitled: Ottoman Aviation during a Transformative Era:
A Study on the Evolution of Air Navigation (1911-1918), followed by a conclusion
and a list of sources.

The importance of this research lies in its highlighting of the most vital aspects of
Ottoman military history, namely The origin and growth of aviation and air
navigation in the late Ottoman Era, an aspect that has not received sufficient attention
from researchers and historians. From this perspective, this study attempts to explore
this topic and reveal its various dimensions, focusing on the technical, material and
administrative challenges faced by the early Ottoman efforts to establish an effective
air force, as well as analysing how the state dealt with these challenges in complex
internal and external circumstances.

Given the scarcity of specialized academic studies in this field, this research
relied primarily on Ottoman documents preserved in the Turkish Prime Ministry
Archives (Istanbul), in addition to Arabic, translated, and foreign sources. These
references contributed to constructing a relatively clear scholarly understanding of the
emergence of Ottoman air navigation and its military and political contexts. It is
hoped that this study will help fill a knowledge gap in the field of Ottoman military
studies and serve as a starting point for future, more in-depth research in this area.

Keywords: Ottoman Empire, aviation, Ministry of War, aerial navigation, Mahmud
Shevket Pasha, Germany, France, Balkans, World War I.
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