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Abstract

The conflict between the Imamate and the Sultanate in Oman from
1954 to 1959 stands as one of the most prominent conflicts in the Gulf
region and the Middle East during the second half of the twentieth
century. This conflict coincided with regional and international shifts
associated with the intensification of the Cold War, a period following
World War Il marked by tensions between the Western bloc led by the
United States and the Eastern bloc led by the Soviet Union. These global
dynamics had a pronounced impact on U.S. policy toward the Omani
conflict between the Imamate and the Sultanate. Although oil and
economic interests, along with intense competition between British and
American oil companies over exploration rights in Oman and other Gulf
emirates, played a significant role in shaping the U.S. stance in alignment
with these interests, the United States prioritized its long-term strategic
interests in managing relations with the conflicting parties in Oman. It
sought a balanced approach toward its allies on both the regional and
international stages, mindful of the necessity to prevent any communist
expansion into this crucial area for U.S. interests and to obstruct the
Soviet Union's aspirations for influence in this oil-rich region. The Soviet
aim was to gain a strategic foothold by exploiting such conflicts, which
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would grant them a significant advantage in their rivalry with the Western
bloc. Based on these considerations, the United States approached the
Omani conflict during this politically and militarily volatile period,
marked by shifting alliances amidst the Cold War, successfully
safeguarding its interests in the region while reinforcing its allies'
presence and keeping Soviet threats far from it.
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