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The Use of Color in the Poetry of Ibrahim bin Yahya Al-
Ghazzi and Hamed Abdul-Samad Al-Basri: A
Comparative Study

Abstract:

Color plays an active role in granting poetry a unique
aesthetic, offering signs and symbols that express the poet’s
emotions toward life’s themes and fluctuations. As one of the
most beautiful phenomena of nature, color is among the most
significant elements shaping the poetic image due to its artistic,
psychological, social, and symbolic connotations. Thus, the
study of color in poetry must be approached by linking it to the
context of the poetic text, as the poetic context determines its
function and impact. Color is not a marginal or incidental
feature; rather, it has a central semantic and rhetorical role, in
addition to its aesthetic and imaginative function.
Consequently, the use of color in poetic texts has become an
essential necessity, leading most poets to incorporate it in their
works, depending on their environments and cultural
backgrounds. This research investigates the artistic
employment of color in the poetry of Al-Ghazzi and Al-Basri,
highlighting their unique and skillful use of colors to
underscore this crucial artistic element. Color, in their poetic
expressions, contributes to forming literary, conceptual, and
sensory imagery that reaches the pinnacle of beauty and
brilliance, rooted in deep cultural and poetic heritage. The
primary colors used extensively by the two poets, and heavily
relied upon in their poetry, are those traditionally considered
fundamental in the Arabic language: white, black, green, red,
and yellow. The research adopts a descriptive and analytical
methodology in addressing color-related expressions.
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