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Summary:

The holy shrines in Iraq are among the most prominent religious and
cultural landmarks that hold a special place in the conscience of Muslims. especially
the followers of the Ahl al-Bayt school (peace be upon them). as these shrines
embrace the shrines of the pure imams. such as the shrine of Imam Ali (peace be
upon him) in Najaf al-Ashraf. the shrines of Imam Hussein and his brother Abbas
(peace be upon them) in Karbala. the shrine of Imam al-Kadhim (peace be upon
him) in Baghdad. and the shrine of Imam al-Askari (peace be upon him) in Samarra.
These shrines play a pivotal role in preserving the Islamic heritage and the heritage
of the imams (peace be upon them) through caring for rare manuscripts. libraries
rich in heritage sources. and research and study centers that contribute to spreading
authentic Islamic thought. The ongoing restoration operations. documenting
manuscripts. and establishing museums inside the shrines are part of the tireless
efforts to preserve this valuable legacy and ensure its continuity for future
generations. In addition. these shrines deeply influence the formation of the Iraqi
identity. as they represent a symbol of unity. Religious and national. and contribute
to strengthening social and cultural ties between different segments of society. and
are major stations in attracting visitors from different countries of the world. which
is positively reflected on the economic aspect through religious tourism. in addition

to the spiritual impact that these places leave in the souls of believers. Moreover.
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major religious occasions contribute to consolidating the collective identity and
enhancing the values of solidarity and social cohesion. as millions gather to
commemorate the Imams (peace be upon them). which reflects the deep-
rootedness of religious values in the Iraqi social fabric. and thus the holy shrines are
not just religious shrines. but rather centers of cultural radiation that preserve
identity. protect heritage. and bring Iraqis together under a common banner of faith

and ancient history.



