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Abstract/ The Rumelia provinces were among the most important
regions for the Ottomans after Anatolia, as they served as the strategic
gateway to Western Europe. Therefore, they were seen as the route
through which the Ottomans could achieve their military objectives and
expansionist ambitions, especially during the early years of the Ottoman
Empire, which was imbued with a strong martial spirit. These provinces
were under Ottoman rule, a rule often characterized by oppression and
injustice, particularly during tax collection, which led to widespread
poverty and suffering among the local population. Furthermore, the
second half of the 19th century witnessed the rise of nationalist
ideologies, especially Slavic nationalism, which called for independence
and separation from all Ottoman ties. Several internal factors contributed
to the planning of revolts and uprisings with the primary aim of ending
Ottoman control. This goal was not easily attainable without a strong will
to resist, and a rejection of the reforms issued by the Sublime Porte
regarding Rumelia and its minorities. Undoubtedly, the support of
European powers for independence movements in international forums
greatly helped these provinces achieve their political aims and weaken the
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influence of the Ottoman government. A pivotal moment came during the
Congress of Berlin in 1878, which marked a turning point in the history of
the Rumelia provinces — including Serbia, Bosnia and Herzegovina,
Montenegro, Bulgaria, and Macedonia.
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