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Abstract:
This study examines the stance of Abd al-Karim Qasiim on the Iragi
Personal Status Law No. 188 of 1959, one of the most progressive
and influential legal reforims in modern Iraqi history. The research
explores the political and social context preceding the law’s enact—
ment, the drafting process, and Qasim’s decisive role in supporting
and implementing the legislation.
The study finds that Qasim viewed the law as a cornerstone in his
broader project to build a modern, civil state based on equality and
social justice. Despite strong opposition from religious authorities
and traditional institutions, Qasim insisted on the law’s legitimacy
and its alignment with the spirit of Islamic jurisprudence.
The research concludes that the Personal Status Law symbolized a
turning point in Iraq’s legal history, significantly advancing womens
rights and redefining the relationship between religion and the state.
Qasim’s support for the law reflected his commitment to progres—
sive reform, even at the cost of political backlash.
Keywords: Abd al-Karim Qasim, Personal Status Law, Civil state,
Womermns rights, Legal reform , Social modernization.
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