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Abstract:
This research aims to explore the mythical dimension in the poetry of Zuhayr ibn

Abi Sulm3, an aspect rarely addressed by previous studies that focused on his
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wisdom and rationality. Pre—Islamic poetry serves as an authentic mirror reflecting
the collective consciousness of Arab society before Islam, and myth was a pivotal
artistic and cultural tool in shaping poetic imagination and enriching its meanings.
The research addresses the problem of how the mythical dimension manifests
itself in Zuhayr's poetry and how it is employed to construct exaggeration and
artistic amplification.The study's importance lies in re—examining Zuhayr's poetry
from a modern critical perspective that goes beyond traditional rhetorical
description. The research relies on the descriptive analytical method, benefiting
from elements of the mythological, rhetorical, and psychological approaches. It
aims to define the concept of the mythical dimension, analyze its presence in
Zuhayr's poetry, and highlight the impact of exaggeration in amplifying mythical
images. It also reveals the aesthetic and intellectual functions of myth and its role
in enriching meaning.The findings indicate that Zuhayr Implicitly and profoundly
employs myth in structuring his poetic system, especially concerning themes of
death, time (Dahr), and fate. Exaggeration in his poetry is not merely an
embellishment but a symbolic structural tool that intensifies ethical and existential
paradoxes and deepens the text's connotations within a mythical context. The
aesthetic and semantic functions of myth are integrated into his poetry, granting
his texts an open interpretative horizon and making them amenable to re-reading
with modern methodologies. Myth in Zuhayr's poetry is not a marginal element
but one of its hidden formative axes.

Keywords: Pre-Islamic Poetry, Zuhayr ibn Abi Sulm3, Mythical Dimension.
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