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Abstract:

The relationship between philosophy and society is a
fundamental one. Philosophy is a form of knowledge that arises
out of society's essential need for it. Although society requires
various trades and professions, it can never dispense with
philosophy. In fact, the need for philosophy is no less
important, if not greater, than that of other crafts, for
philosophy helps the human mind to question, deduce, analyze,
and search for truth through the proper use of scientific
methods. As scientific thinking evolved, it increased the
complexity of social life and intensified human self-interest,
favoring personal gain and utilitarianism over higher values.
This gave rise to a new orientation known as applied
philosophy, which addresses practical philosophical problems,
particularly those related to ethics and its applications in
politics, economics, education, religion, and individual and
collective behavior. Applied philosophy thus seeks to adopt
ethical values in these fields as a way to counteract the negative
impact of scientific and technological advancement on human
dignity, moral law, and the foundational principles of human
society. It emerged as a response to behaviors resembling those
of the Sophists, reflected today in the attitudes of many thinkers
and scientists whose ethics, politics, and beliefs are dominated
by self-interest and utilitarian motives. Applied philosophy
strives to redirect such tendencies toward truth, justice, and
goodness.
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