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Abstract

After China acquired nuclear weapons in the sixties, its concept of nuclear deterrence
was influenced more by its qualitative significance than its quantitative aspect. This was
later reflected in its possession of a modest nuclear arsenal and its adoption of a nuclear
doctrine based on “minimum deterrence.” Accordingly, the Chinese leadership adopted a
strategic vision for its nuclear weapons, considering them a means of psychological influ-
ence that is sufficient to brandish them in the first place. However, it appears that shifts in
the security environment of the twenty-first century, coupled with the growing U.S. su-
periority in both nuclear and conventional domains, have undermined the foundations
of China’s nuclear doctrine. This has prompted China to move forward with expanding its

nuclear arsenal.

Keywords: China, Nuclear Arsenal, Strategic Stability.
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