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The Narrative Space in the Novel “The Ouma Project” by
the Iragi Novelist Lutfia Al-Dulaimi: An Analytical Study
Abstract

This study, entitled “The Narrative Space in the Novel ‘The
Ouma Project’ by the Iraqi Novelist Lutfia Al-Dulaimi: An
Analytical Study”, aims to examine the concept of narrative
space, how it is constructed, and the role it plays in the overall
structure of the novel. It views narrative space as a fundamental
storytelling component that parallels the plot itself. The
research explores the concept of “place” in its various forms
and investigates the relationship between place and space, as
well as the concept of time, temporal order, and how they all
interact with the narrative’s thematic core. The study also seeks
to clarify the often-confused term “space” by defining it as an
abstract and inclusive domain that encompasses all locations
and elements, whereas “place” is seen as a specific, defined
segment within that space. This broader understanding of space
allows for deeper analysis of the narrative’s structure and
function. Several questions guide the research: Is space simply
the physical setting of the story’s events, or does it also include
the spatial layout of the written text itself? These questions
open new interpretive paths into the literary text and uncover

some of its aesthetic and symbolic layers.
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