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Abstract

The terms of the “Strategic Framework Agreement for a Relationship of Friend-

ship and Cooperation between the Republic of Iraq and the United States of America 2008”
brought an end to the phase of international trusteeship under the auspices of the United
Nations. The US occupation of Iraq ended under the terms of the “Agreement Between the
Republic of Iraq and the United States of America Concerning the Withdrawal of US Forces
from Iraq and the Regulation of Their Activities During Their Temporary Presence there in
2008,” with the departure of the last US soldier on December 31, 2011. However, rather
than creating conditions for stability in Iraq, the agreement expanded the freedom of US
military forces, in terms of their presence and movement, in a manner that continues to un-
dermine the sovereignty of the Iraqi state. Section three of the Strategic Framework Agree-
ment outlines a set of commitments in the areas of security and defense. The first of these
commitments included strengthening security and stability in Iraq, which, in turn, would
contribute to maintaining international peace and security. To achieve this, a commitment
was made to strengthen the military strength of the Republic of Iraq to confront the security
threats it faces. This was in addition to a commitment to develop cooperation between the
two parties on security and defense arrangements without prejudice to Iraq’s sovereignty,

.and to cooperate on securing the withdrawal of United States forces from Iraq

Keywords: Strategic Framework Agreement, sovereignty, United States of America, with-

.drawal, Republic of Iraq
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