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The First Anglo-Afghan War 1838-1842
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Summary:

Afghanistan held Particular Importance for Britain, Especially from
the 19th Century onward, due to fears for its Interests in India in the face of
Russian ambitions. Consequently, Britain Sought to Control Afghanistan’s
foreign Policy with the aim of making it a buffer Zone, by Concluding
Treaties with Afghan Rulers. Indeed, in 1809, it Succeeded in Signing a
Treaty with Shah Shuja al-Sadozai, in which he Pledged to Prevent any
foreign Power from Passing through Afghanistan. However, the Situation
Changed when Dost Mohammad Barakzai Came to Power in 1826. He
Refused to Renew the Treaty or to Conclude a new Political and Commercial
agreement with the British, due to their Failure to Support him in his
Struggle with the Sikh leader to Regain Peshawar. This Prompted the British
to Support and back Shah Shuja in his Conflict with Dost Mohammad to
Reclaim the throne from the Barakzai clan. Nevertheless, the Objective was
not achieved due to the outbreak of Revolts in most Afghan Regions against
the British Presence, in addition to the Assassination of Shah Shuja, which
Forced Britain to withdraw after incurring Significant Material and Human

Losses.
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