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Abstract :

Albert Camus’s play The Misunderstanding (Le Malentendu) embodies
the concept of the absurd—an existential idea where human longing for
meaning collides with the indifferent silence of the universe. In this
play, the absurdity of existence unfolds through a tragic chain of
contradictions and fatal misunderstandings within a family. A son (Jan)
returns home after years of absence without revealing his identity, and
ends up murdered by his mother and sister, who run an inn and Kkill
unsuspecting guests for money. The play reveals:

«Human alienation in the world: Despite family ties, no one recognizes
the other. Identities are hidden, leading to total existential separation.
«The silence of God and the universe: There is no divine intervention or
justice; instead, a heavy silence prevails, deepening the sense of
absurdity.

-Paradox and futility: Jan seeks connection and reconciliation but is met
with violence and death—highlighting the fragility of human
communication in a meaningless world.
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«Freedom and choice: Characters act freely, but their freedom lacks
moral direction, resulting in tragic consequences that underscore the
futility of human actions in the absence of meaning.

Thus, The Misunderstanding serves as a dramatic reflection of Camus’s
philosophical vision, previously outlined in The Myth of Sisyphus, where
the absurd is the fundamental reality of existence, and the challenge lies
not in suicide, but in conscious resistance and awareness in the face of
absurdity.
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