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Abstract:

This study investigates the use of orientational
conceptual metaphors in the poetry of Raad Zamel Al-
Maysani, drawing on Lakoff and Johnson's cognitive theory
of metaphor. This research explores how Zamel employs
directional metaphors to convey -cultural, social, and
political meanings rooted in his personal experiences. By
analyzing the diverse symbolism of these spatial
metaphors, the study illuminates the poet's conceptual
system, consistent with cognitive linguistic principles, as it
emerges from his experiences. Specifically, the analysis
examines how Zamel utilizes directional metaphors to
represent abstract concepts such as tyranny, injustice,
oppression, helplessness, weakness, illness, and misery,
grounding them in concrete physical states. Zamel's
experience of war and siege profoundly shapes his poetic
expression, giving his metaphors flexibility and dynamism
and enabling him to vividly depict the trauma of war-torn
Iraq. Ultimately, this study demonstrates the power of
orientational metaphors to articulate complex emotions
and social realities within Zamel's poetic landscape.

Keywords: Cognitive Linguistics, Lakoff and Johnson's
Theory Orientational Metaphors, Contemporary lIraqi

Poetry, Raad Zamel.
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