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Abstract

The research aimed to study the role of social media in shaping security threats and

the extent to which it can and does pose a threat to Iraq’s national security, especially af-
ter its proliferation and diversified use in political, economic, and social fields. We found
that social media has significantimpacts on Iraq’s national security, particularly when ex-
ploited to spread rumours, fake news, and misinformation. Its influence has grown after
being used by terrorist groups to collect donations and finance their terrorist operations,
which has affected social cohesion and community security. Likewise, the spread of so-
cial media has been linked to the emergence of new crimes that threaten the security of
citizens, necessitating its monitoring, provided that it does not affect freedom of opinion
and expression, violate the privacy of individuals, enable political purges, or undermine

.any democratic gains
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