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Abstract:-

The history of the Nafusa tribe is considered an ancient history as
old as the Phoenician and Roman civilizations. The Nafusa played an
important role during the rule of these civilizations over the Maghreb in
general. They also embraced the religions of these civilizations, spoke
their languages, and interacted with them. However, they found in Islam a
savior from the slavery and arrogance of these civilizations, especially
what they found of Islamic principles that urge justice and equality, so
they embraced the Islamic religion in droves. The city of Nafusa also
played a major and important role in Islamic history in general and the
history of the Maghreb in particular, due to the city of Nafusa’s sensitive
location that linked the East and West of the Islamic world. The city of
Nafusa formed a crossing point between the various cities of the Islamic
world, in addition to its geography, location and the rugged mountainous
terrain it enjoyed, which made it a fortified and strong city. This terrain
also provided reasons for economic prosperity, from valleys suitable for
grazing, rain and soil suitable for agriculture, which made it enjoy a
prosperous economic life, in addition to the role that Nafusa played on
the political, economic and social levels due to this location. The strength,
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status and influence of the Nafusa tribe in the region made its name
prevail over the region in which it settled, which is the mountain region,
which became known by its name, despite the fact that many tribes
inhabited this region. However, the strength and influence of the Nafusa
tribe made all these tribes ally with it or pledge allegiance to it. Due to its
geographical location, natural fortifications and the strength of its men,
the city had a major political role, as the city participated in all political
and military events in the Maghreb countries. It had a firm position
towards the intransigence of the Umayyad and Abbasid governors and the
revolts against them, overthrowing them and sometimes killing them. It
also participated in many international political conflicts that threatened
its existence and influence, so it had a major role in drawing the political
map of the region and resolving disputes in favor of one party at the
expense of another.
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* Primary Sources:
1- Ibn al-Abbar, Muhammad ibn Abdullah ibn Abi Bakr al-Quda'i al-Balansi
(d. 658 AH), Al-Hillah al-Sira’, ed. Dr. Hussein Mu'nis, 2nd ed., Dar al-
Ma'arif, Cairo, 1985.
2- Ibn al-Athir, Abu al-Hasan Ali ibn Abi al-Karm al-Shaybani al-Jazari (d.
630 AH).
- The Lion of the Jungle in Knowing the Companions, ed. Ali Muhammad
Mu'awwad - Adel Ahmad Abd al-Mawjud, 1st ed., Dar al-Kutub al-limiyyah,
Beirut, 1994,
- Al-Kamil fi al-Tarikh, ed. Omar Abd al-Salam Tadmuri, 1st ed., Dar al-
Kutub al-Arabi, Beirut, 1997.
3- al-Idrisi, Muhammad ibn Muhammad ibn Abdullah ibn Idris al-Hasani al-
Talibi (d. 560 AH), Nuzhat al-Mushtaq fi Ikhtiraq al-Afag, Maktaba al-
Thagafa al-Dini, Cairo, 1994.
4- Al-Ansari, Ahmad ibn al-Husayn al-Na'ib, Nafhat al-Nasreen wa al-
Rayhan fi Man Kan bi-Tripoli min al-A'yan, trans. Dr. Muhammad Zainhum,
Dar al-Farjani, Cairo, 1994.
5- Al-Baghturi, Mugrin ibn Muhammad (3rd century AH), Biography of the
Sheikhs of Nafusa, trans. Tawfiq Ayyad al-Shagrouni, Tawalt Cultural
Foundation, 20009.
6- Al-Bakri, Abu Ubayd Abdullah ibn Abd al-Aziz ibn Muhammad al-Bakri
al-Andalusi (d. 487 AH/1094 AD).
- Al-Maghrib fi Dhikr Bilad Africa wa al-Maghrib, Al-Muthanna Library,
Baghdad, 1966.
- Al-Masalik wa al-Mamalik, trans. Adrian van Leeuwen, Dar al-Arabiya for
Books, Beirut, 1992.
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7- Al-Jazna'i, Abu al-Hasan Ali, The Harvest of the Flower of the Ascension
in the Construction of the City of Fez, trans. Madiha al-Shargawi, Religious
Culture Library, Cairo, 2001.

8- Ibn al-Jawzi, Jamal al-Din Abu al-Faraj Abd al-Rahman ibn Ali ibn
Muhammad (d. 597 AH), Al-Muntazam fi Tarikh al-Umam wa al-Muluk,
trans. Muhammad Abd al-Qadir Atta, Mustafa Abd al-Qadir Atta, 1st ed.,
Dar al-Kutub al-1lmiyyah, Beirut, 1992,

9- Al-Himyari, Abu Abdullah Muhammad ibn Abd Allah ibn Abd al-Mun'im
(d. 900 AH), Al-Rawd al-Mu'tamar fi Khabar al-Agtar, trans. lhsan Abbas,
2nd ed., Nasser Foundation for Culture, Beirut, 1980.

10- Ibn Hawgal, Abu al-Qasim ibn Hawgal al-Nusaybi, Kitab Surat al-Ard,
Dar Maktabat al-Hayat, Beirut, 1979.

11- Ibn Khaldun, Abd al-Rahman ibn Muhammad ibn Muhammad ibn al-
Hasan ibn Jabir (d. 808 AH/1405 CE), Al-lbar wa Diwan al-Mubtada wa al-
Khabar fi Ayyam al-Arab wa al-Ajam wa al-Barbar wa Man Asarahum min
Dhat al-Sultan al-Akbar, 3rd ed., Dar al-Kutub al-limiyyah, Beirut, 1427
AH/2006 CE.

12- Ibn Khallikan, Shams al-Din Ahmad ibn Muhammad (d. 681 AH/1283
CE), Deaths of Notables and the Sons of the Age, edited by Dr. lhsan Abbas,
Dar al-Thagafa, Beirut, 1388 AH/1968 CE.

13- Khalifa ibn Khayyat, Abu Amr Khalifa ibn Khayyat ibn Khalifa al-
Shaibani al-Asfari al-Basri (d. 240 AH), The History of Khalifa ibn Khayyat,
edited by Dr. Akram Diaa al-Omari, 2nd ed., Dar al-Risala, Damascus, 1977
CE.

14- Al-Darjini, Abu al-Abbas Ahmad (d. 7th century AH), Classes of
Sheikhs in Morocco, ed. Ibrahim Talai, Blida, Algeria, 1974.

15- Al-Dinuri, Abu Hanifa Ahmad ibn Dawud (d. 282 AH), The Long News,
ed. Abd al-Mun'im Amer, reviewed by Dr. Jamal al-Din al-Shayyal, 1st ed.,
Ministry of Culture and National Guidance, Egypt, 1960.

16- Al-Ragiq al-Qayrawani, Abu Ishaq lbrahim (d. after 417 AH/1026 AD),
History of Ifrigiya and Morocco, ed. Abd Allah al-Ali al-Zaydan and l1zz al-
Din Umar Musa, Dar al-Gharb al-Islami, Beirut, 1990.

17- lbn Abi Zar', Ali ibn Abi Zar' al-Fasi (alive in 749 AH/1348 AD), The
Sunnah Treasure in the History of the Marinid State, Dar al-Mansour, Rabat,
1972.

18- Al-Zarkali, Khair al-Din ibn Mahmud ibn Muhammad ibn Ali ibn Faris
al-Dimashqgi (d. 1396 AH), Al-A'lam, 5th ed., Dar al-lim lil-Malayin, Beirut,
2002.

19- Abu Zakariya, Yahya ibn Abu Bakr (d. 471 AH/1079 AD), Biographies
of the Imams and Their History, known as the History of Abu Zakariya, ed.
Ismail al-Arabi, National Library, Algeria, 1979.

20- lbn Sa'd, Muhammad ibn Sa'd ibn Mani' al-Hashemi al-Basri, Al-Tabagat
al-Kubra, ed. Muhammad Abd al-Qadir Atta, 1st ed., Dar al-Kutub al-
[Imiyyah, Beirut, 1990.

21- Al-Shamakhi, Ahmad ibn Sa'id 'Ad al-Wahid (d. 928 AH/1521 AD), Al-
Seer, ed. Ahmad al-Siyabi, Ministry of National Heritage and Culture,
Amman, 1978.

22- Abd al-Hakam, Abd al-Rahman ibn Abd Allah ibn Abd al-Hakam, Abu
al-Qasim al-Masri (d. 257 AH), The Conquests of Egypt and the Maghreb,
trans. Abdullah al-Tayyi, The International Book Company, Beirut, 1987.

23- Ibn Idhari al-Marrakushi, Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Idhari (d. 695
AH/1295 CE), The Moroccan Statement on the News of Andalusia and the
Maghreb, trans. J.S. Colla and Provencal, Arab House for Writing, Tunis,
1983.
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24- 1bn Asakir, Abu al-Qasim Ali ibn al-Hasan ibn Hibat Allah ibn Abd
Allah al-Shafi'i (d. 581 AH/1175 CE), History of the City of Damascus,
Mentioning Its Merits and Naming the Nobles Who Resided There or Passed
Through Its Environs, Visitors and Residents, Dar al-Fikr, Beirut, 1995. 25-
Ibn Qutaybah al-Dinawari, Abu Muhammad Abdullah ibn Muslim (d. 276
AH), Al-Ma‘arif, ed. Tharwat Okasha, 2nd edition, Egyptian General Book
Authority, Cairo, 1992.

26- Ibn Abi Dinar, Muhammad ibn Abi al-Qasim, Al-Mu'nis fi Akhbar
Ifrigiya wa Tunis, 3rd ed., Dar al-Masirah for Press and Printing, Beirut,
1993.

27- Al-Munajjim, Ishaq ibn al-Husayn (d. 4 AH), Akam al-Marjan fi Dhikr
al-Mada'in al-Mashhur fi Kull Makan, 1st ed., Alam al-Kutub, Beirut, 1988.

28- Al-Nafusi, Sulayman ibn Abdullah al-Baruni al-Nafusi, Al-Azhar al-
Riyadiyyah fi A'immah wa Muluk al-lIbadhiyyah, ed. Muhammad al-Salibi,
Ministry of National and Cultural Heritage, Sultanate of Oman, 1987.

29- Al-Nuwayri, Ahmad ibn Abd al-Wahhab ibn Muhammad ibn Abd al-
Da'im (d. 733 AH/1333 AD), Nihayat al-Arab fi Funun al-Adab (The End of
Desires in the Arts of Literature), 1st ed., National Library and Archives,
Cairo, 2002.

30- Yaqut al-Hamawi, Shihab al-Din Abu Abdullah (d. 626 AH/1228 AD),
Mu'jam al-Buldan (Dictionary of Countries), 2nd ed., Dar Sadir, Beirut, 1416
AH/1995 AD.

31- Al-Yaqubi, Ahmad ibn Ishaq (Abu Ya'qub) ibn Jafar ibn Wahb ibn
Wadhah (d. after 292 AH), Al-Buldan (Countries), 1st ed., Dar al-Kutub al-
IImiyyah, Beirut, 2002.

* Arabic References:

32- lhsan Abbas, History of Libya from the Arab Conquest until the
Beginning of the 9th Century, Dar Sadir, Beirut, 1967.

33- Anwar Al-Rifai and others, The Arab Maghreb Geographically, Library
of Arts and Sciences, Damascus, 1949.

34- Bazama, Muhammad Mustafa, Libya in the Era of the Caliphs
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