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Representations of the Baghdad School of Modern Art in
the drawings of Sattar Lugman and Hassan Abdul Alwan

Ahmed Hussein Katea
Ahmed88hussan@gmail.com

Abstract

The Baghdad School of Fine Arts is one of the most prominent artistic movements to
emerge in Iraq during the thirteenth century AD. It was distinguished by its endeavor to
integrate Arab cultural and civilizational heritage, particularly that of Baghdad, in light of
social and political changes. The school inspired many artists who were influenced by it and
its Arab-Islamic style, which encompassed a profound vision of the Creator of the universe,
the universe itself, and humanity. It is not surprising to note the influence of this artistic
heritage on artists Sattar Lugman and Hassan Abdul Alwan, who sought to create an
expressive style that blended global artistic modernity with the spirit of Iraqi heritage. This
1s what the Baghdad School of Modern Art, which emerged in the twentieth century, called
for. The researcher sought to study the worlds of both artists to find common, different and
similar aspects in an attempt to identify how the characteristics of the Baghdad School of
Modern Art were represented in the drawings of each of them. Based on that, the researcher
was able to limit the research problem to the following question: What is the manner in
which they dealt with drawing shapes, lines and colors according to what the aesthetics of
the form require, and intellectually in relation to previous or contemporary religious and
intellectual ideas? The importance of the research lies in showing the representations of the
Baghdad School of Modern Art in the drawings of the artists Sattar Lugman and Hassan
Abdul Alwan, and how they employed artistic elements according to a new vision, and how
lines and colors operate on the surface of the Baghdad painting technically, artistically and
Antellectually

Keywords: visual representations, heritage, identity, modernity, symbolism
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