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Turkiye's position on the Palestinian issue and the Arab-Israeli conflict
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Summary

Turkey expected its loyalty to the West to be met with increased support for its
regional policy with its geographical neighborhood. However, the changes of the
mid-1960s, represented by the deterioration of Turkish relations with the West
and the United States' position on Turkey's conflict with Greece over the island
of Cyprus, provided strong justification for Turkish diplomacy to work to
improve Turkey's relations with Arab countries, which had been evident since
the mid-1960s. The Israeli aggression and the outbreak of the June 1967 War
encouraged Turkey to adopt positions of solidarity with the Arabs, and these
positions became more pronounced in subsequent years. This, in turn, had a
positive impact on Arab-Turkish relations, which witnessed notable
developments, creating an environment conducive to attracting the largest
number of Arab supporters of Turkish policy on the Cyprus issue. In addition,
Turkey's urgent desire to expand its economic and trade relations with Arab
countries provided an opportunity for Turkey to abandon its previous policy
toward Arab countries, especially Egypt, and break the isolation it felt when the
Cyprus issue was raised at the United Nations in 1965. Despite the Arabs' lack
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of conviction that a radical change would occur in Turkiye's positions and obtain
clear and explicit support from it in their struggle against Israel, but they tried to
neutralize Tirkiye in the event of a new war in the region, as happened in 1967.

Keywords: Palestine issue, conflict, West, Israel, Turkey, Conciliation
Commission.
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. 558u=
(*®)Ali Sirmen, in: Aksam, 1 fabraier 1968, Orhin oglu transfce oldu, s. 558.
(*Milliyet, 26 Abril 1969, orhin oglu transfce oldu, s. 558.
(*®)Yeni Istanbul, 9 Agustos 1969, orhin oglu transfce oldu, s. 559.
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