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Abstract:

This study sheds light on the U.S.-Saudi cooperation in confronting
South Yemen between 1969 and 1974, and highlights the methods and
strategies employed by these two countries in dealing with the communist
regime in South Yemen during that period. These strategies included
political boycott, media warfare, economic blockade, and indirect
military confrontation through North Yemen and the southern opposition.
Since South Yemen gained independence and the British occupation
ended in 1967, there had been strong coordination and cooperation
between the United States and Saudi Arabia. At the outset of
independence, both countries were cautious and watchful regarding the
National Front, which assumed power in South Yemen. This was due to
the nature of the National Front, which adhered to a communist ideology
and included hardline leftist elements aligned with the socialist bloc.
Furthermore, the National Front engaged in oppressive policies, including
marginalization, arrests, and repression against military leaders, political
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parties, sultans, and princes who had been part of the Federation of South
Arabia’s government during the occupation.

When the leftist wing of the National Front successfully took control
of power in South Yemen on June 22, 1969, Saudi Arabia and North
Yemen decided, upon U.S. advice, to expedite a strike against South
Yemen. From 1967 to 1972, both nations had been organizing and
forming a unified front of southern opposition forces, intending to
leverage them in any potential action against South Yemen. Indeed, war
broke out between the forces of North and South Yemen in September
1972. However, Arab League mediation successfully contained the crisis
and established a ceasefire. This mediation effort eventually evolved into
an attempt to achieve Yemeni unification, which disappointed both
Washington and Riyadh. As a result, these countries exerted significant
pressure on Sana’a, forcing it to end its rapprochement with Aden and
cancel the unification project. This led to a deterioration in relations
between Aden on one side, and Sana’a and Riyadh on the other, with
tensions persisting throughout 1973 and 1974.
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Secretary of State for Near Eastern and South Asian Affairs (Sisco) to the Deputy
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3-Robert W. Stookey, South Yemen A Markist Republic in Arabia, Boulder,
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eUnpublished Documents

eArabic Documents

1-lragi MFA, Baghdad, Department of Documents and Information: Article for Al-
Siyasa Kuwaiti Newspaper on "Details of the Assassination Attempt on Former Aden
Prime Minister Mohammed Ali Haitham" dated 14/10/1975.

2-lragi MFA, Baghdad, Department of Documents and Information: Detailed Report
on the Conflict between the Two Parts of Yemen titled "Yemen: Between Wars and
Unity, Part 2," published at the end of 1972.

3-lragi MFA, Baghdad: Report from the Iragi Republic Embassy in Aden, numbered
S/41, on "Democratic Yemen / General File," dated 5/6/1971.

4-lragi MFA, Baghdad: Letter from the Iragi Republic Embassy in Moscow regarding
"The Visit of Mr. Abdul Fattah Ismail to the Soviet Union,” numbered
Moscow/2/1/173, dated July 1974.

eB. Foreign Documents (Foreign Relations of the United States) .

1.Foreign Relations of the United States [F.R.U.S.], Middle East Region And
Arabian, 1969-1976, VOL: XXIV, Intelligence Note From the Director of the Bureau
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to President Nixon, Washington, October 24, 1969, on: 174, Washington, 2008.
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5.F.R.U.S, 1969-1976, VOL: XXIV, Memorandum From the President’s Assistant for
Nati onal Security Affairs (Kissinger) to President Nixon, Washington, December 31,
1969, on: 178, Washington, 2008.
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the Department of State, Jidda, August 2, 1970, on: 179, Washington, 2008.
9.F.R.U.S, 1969-1976, VOL: XXIV, Letter From the Assistant Secretary of State for
Near Eastern and South Asi an Affairs (Sisco) to the Ambassador to Saudi Arabia
(Thacher), Washington, December 10, 1970, on: 181, Washington, 2008.
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Washington, February 11, 1971, on: 182, Washington, 2008.

11.F.R.U.S, 1969-1976, VOL: XXIV, Telegram From the Department of State to the
Embassy in Saudi Arabia, Washington, May 8, 1971, on: 183, Washington, 2008.
12.F.R.U.S, 1969-1976, VOL: XXIV, Intelligence Note Prepared in the Bureau of
Intelligence and Research, Washington, January 18, 1972, on: 187, Washington,
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13.F.R.U.S, 1969-1976, VOL: XXIV, Telegram From the Department of State to the
Embassy in Saudi Arabia and the Interests Section in the Yemen Arab Republic,
Washington, March 25, 1972, on: 188, Washington, 2008.

14.F.R.U.S, 1969-1976, VOL: XXIV, Memorandum of Conversation, Washington,
June 15, 1972, on: 191, Washington, 2008.

15.F.R.U.S, 1969-1976, VOL: XXIV, Telegram From Secretary of State Rogers to the
Department of State, Manama, July 3, 1972, on: 193, Washington, 2008.

16.F.R.U.S, 1969-1976, VOL.: XXIV, Telegram From the Embassy in Saudi Arabia to
the Department of State, Jidda, September 17, 1972, on: 195, Washington, 2008.
17.F.R.U.S, 1969-1976, VOL: XXIV, Intelligence Note Prepared in the Bureau of
Intelligence and Research, Washington, October 13, 1972, on: 195, Washington,
2008.

18.F.R.U.S, 1969-1976, VOL. XXIV, Telegram From the Embassy in Saudi Arabia to
the Department of State, Jidda, November 7, 1972, on: 197, Washington, 2008.
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19.F.R.U.S, 1969-1976, VOL: XXIV, Memorandum of Conversation, Washington,
December 15, 1972, on: 198, Washington, 2008.

20.F.R.U.S, 1969-1976, VOL: XXIV, Telegram From the Department of State to the
Embassy in Saudi Arabia, Washington, January 19, 1973, on: 193, Washington, 2008.
21.F.R.U.S, 1969-1976, VOL: XXIV, Information Memorandum From the Assistant
Secretary of State for Near Eastern and South Asian Affairs (Sisco) to the Deputy
Secretary of State (Rush), Washington, March 29, 1973, on: 197, Washington, 2008.
22.F.R.U.S, 1969-1976, VOL: XXIV, Memorandum From Secretary of Defense
Richardson and Secretary of State Rogers to President Nixon, Washington, April 16,
1973, on: 198, Washington, 2008.

23.F.R.U.S, 1969-1976, VOL: XXIV, Memorandum From Harold Saunders of the
National Security Council Staff to the President's Assistant for National Security
Affairs (Kissinger), Washington, June 27, 1973, on: 200, Washington, 2008.
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eSecond: Published Documents:

1-Statement issued by the Council of Ministers of the Yemen Arab Republic
regarding the development of relations with the Southern Yemen on 11/3/1972,
prepared by the Media Department at the Yemen Arab Republic Embassy in Cairo,
Dar Al-Hana Printing, Cairo, 1972.

2-Khalid bin Mohammed Al-Qasimi, Diaries and Documents of Yemeni Unity 1972-
1986, Arab Culture House, Sharjah, 1st edition, 1987.

3-Center for Research and Information, Opposition Organizations to the Authority in
North and South Yemen, Political Studies Series, Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
Baghdad, February 1980.

4-Center for Research and Information, Aspects of North Yemen's Relations with the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, Asian Affairs Journal, Political Studies Series, Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, Baghdad, October 1984.

eThird: Memoires

1- Sheikh Abdullah bin Hussein Al-Ahmar, Issues and Positions, Al-Afaq for

Printing and Publishing, Sana'a, 4th edition, 2008.

eFourth: Theses and Dissertations:

1- Amin Yassin Abbas, Political and Military Conflict between North and South
Yemen 1972-1994, unpublished Master’s thesis, submitted to the College of Arts,
University of Anbar, 2018.

2- Indihar Abdullah Ali, The Yemeni-Saudi Border, unpublished Master’s thesis,
submitted to the Council of the College of Arts, Department of Geography, University
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Ph.D. dissertation, submitted to the College of Education/lbn Rushd, University of
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4- Abdul Aziz Mohammed Al-Shaibi, Relations between the Two Yemens (Study of
Unity Factors and Obstacles 1979-1989), unpublished Master’s thesis, submitted to
the Faculty of Economics and Political Science, Cairo University, 1993.

5- Naima Ismail Jassim, The Position of Saudi Arabia on Internal Political
Developments in North and South Yemen 1970-1994, unpublished Ph.D. dissertation,
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Research Center, Sana'a, 1st edition, 1994.
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