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Summary:

The Arabian Gulf region witnessed conflicts, wars, and intense
competition from colonial powers from the beginning of the 16" 19"
century. The region was subjected to wars, occupation, and colonialism,
which impacted the region politically, economically, and socially. One of
these wars was the First World War, which extended from 1914 -1918. This
war significantly impacted on the Arabian Gulf emirates, including Bahrain.
These emirates and sheikhdoms were linked to the warring powers by
agreements and treaties that obliged them to participate in this war and
stand with Britain, which mobilized the resources and lands of these
emirates and sheikhdoms for the military effort. Britain focused its attention
on Bahrain due to its strategic location on global shipping and trade routes
at the time, and to its use of its territory as an advanced base in the Gulf and
a launching point for its forces toward Iraq. The greatest impact of the war
on Bahrain was economic, as a result of the impact on the pearl trade, which
was considered the most important component of the Bahraini economy.
Trade and maritime transport were also affected by the war and its impact
on the waterways in the Arabian Gulf. As a result of all these factors, the
impact of World War | on Bahrain's economy was significant, given that the
country was heavily dependent on imports and lacked industry and
agriculture. In early 1916, the Bahraini economy witnessed an improvement
due to a revival in the pearl trade, driven by increased exports to Japan and

the United States.
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