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Elbridge Gerry and his political, economic and intellectual role in the United
States of America 1744 — 1814
Inst. Prof. Intisar Abd Aoun Mohsen(PhD.)
College of Education / Al-Mustansiriya University

Inst. Prof. Rehab Qasim Hussein
Quiality Assurance and University Performance Department / University of Iraq

Abstract

Elbridge Gerry, one of the Founding Fathers of the United States, served
as the fifth Vice President of the United States under President James
Madison from 1813 until his death in 1814. He was a vocal opponent of
British colonial policy in the 1760s, was active in the early stages of
organizing resistance to the American Revolutionary War, and actively
participated in the drafting and passage of the Bill of Rights as a defender
of individual and state liberties. The political practice of gerrymandering
Is named after him.

Elbridge Gerry's fame in American history rests on two contrasting views:
his positive accomplishments as a signer of the Declaration of
Independence, author of the Federal Constitution, minister plenipotentiary
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to France, governor of Massachusetts, and vice president of the United
States; and his supposedly negative disposition, demonstrated by his
refusal to sign the Constitution and his resort to "gerrymandering™ that
made his name widely known. His contradiction also arose from his
conflict between life goals, as he remained torn between the tensions
arising from his desire to pursue his public career as a leader of the
revolution on the one hand and his desperate desire for an independent
private life on the other.

In this research, the apparent paradox can be explained by Jerry's continued
dedication during difficult times. He portrays himself as an ideologue—a
man whose decisions in the post-American Revolutionary War period
reflect his attempts to remain true to the republican principles formed early
In his career.

Keywords: (Jerry, Massachusetts, Congress, Vice President)
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