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The Mahdism concept according to the Ahl al-Bayt (peace be upon them) is
characterized by the belief in the occultation of Imam Mahdi until Allah permits his 
reappearance. Occultation means the concealment of identity rather than the absence 
of existence. It is akin to the sun hidden behind the clouds, where people continue to
benefit from its presence despite not seeing it. There are multiple reasons for the 
occultation of Imam Mahdi (may Allah hasten his reappearance): Divine wisdom, trial 
and tribulation, and protection from oppressors.
The Mahdism issue is a pivotal and crucial one, distinguishing true believers with their 
Mahdism belief based on hundreds of unquestionable prophetic and traditional 
narrations. Some from the general populace deny that the Mahdi will appear, 
considering the related narrations to have been altered. For them, the Mahdi is Jesus, 
son of Mary, who will return to establish justice.
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