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Abstract:

The early Ottoman sultans gave great importance to the Ottoman military
institution since its inception. Among these sultans was the 30th Ottoman sultan
In the history of the empire« Sultan Mahmud II. The main reason that pushed
this sultan to focus on the military was the heavy losses suffered by the old
Ottoman military institution in the 18th century—namely« the Janissary army.
These defeats led the sultan to consider reforming the military institution< which
was considered the primary pillar upon which the Ottoman state relied.

Sultan Mahmud Il believed that the old system had become a burden on the
empire. The Janissary army had grown rebellious and no longer obeyed the
sultan's authority« prompting him to think about eliminating it as swiftly as
possible and finding a replacement. This was especially necessary since all the
initial reform attempts« either by the sultan himself or through the commanders
of the old army« had ended in failure.

Nevertheless« the sultan persisted in his planning until the right opportunity
arose« allowing him to dismantle the old military system and begin a new era
with the formation of what came to be known as "The Victorious Muhammadan
Soldiers" (Asakir-i Mansure-i Muhammediye). This study was written based on
Ottoman documents preserved in the Ottoman Archives in Istanbul¢< aiming to
uncover the important matters related to this new military force
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