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Abstract:

This research addresses one of the most controversial issues, both
nationally and internationally. The recent amendment to the Personal Status
Law No. 188 of 1959 (as amended) was the subject of significant political and
international controversy, leading to a sharp clash between the concept of
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national sovereignty, the independence of the legislative authority, and its
freedom to legislate, and Iraq's international obligations arising from its
accession to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination
against Women (CEDAW) of 1979 and the Convention on the Rights of the
Child of 1989. This research highlights the conflicts and contradictions
contained in the recent amendment to the Iraqi Personal Status Law and the
extent of its impact on Iraqg's international standing with regard to the rights
stipulated in these two conventions in particular and the human rights file in
general. This research contributes to drawing attention to the need for
coordination and harmony between political will in enacting domestic laws and
Irag's external obligations arising from international and regional charters,
treaties, and instruments. This study also provides a foresight and assessment of
Irag's international position on human rights, which should be the focus of any
country's authorities' work from start to finish. There must be harmony between
domestic positions (legislation, regulations, and directives affecting human
rights) and external positions (international treaties and agreements), such that
the former reflect the latter and vice versa.

o Keywords: sovereignty, international law, women's and children's rights,
personal status law, human rights, United Nations, international agreements.
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