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Abstract:

Throughout the medieval period, the Sahara of the Mulathamun (Veiled People) played a
pivotal role in linking Western Sudan with the Islamic Maghreb, It served as a space for
political interaction, cultural exchange, and sustained economic activity, Historical sources
provide detailed accounts of many aspects of these relations. Despite the region’s harsh desert
environment and the nomadic lifestyle that characterized most of the southern Sanhaja tribes,
several urban centers emerged as significant economic hubs. These cities became influential
platforms in the political landscape, through which the Mulathamun played a prominent role
in shaping political balances.

This study is based on an analysis of the political dimensions of the relationship between
the Mulathamun and the Maghreb al-Aqgsa, aiming to deconstruct the narrative promoted by
certain contemporary interpretations, These interpretations read historical sources in a
manner that portrays the region as a geographically contiguous yet politically subordinate
extension of the Maghreb al-Agsa, In our view, such theses belong to an expansionist

discourse that emerged amid the independence movements of the twentieth century but lack
historical evidence and legal legitimacy.

Keywords: Al-Mulathameen Desert - Yahya ibn Ibrahim le Kdali — Oudaghost -Yusuf ibn
Tashfin -Marrakech.
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