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Standards of Poetic Excellence and Appreciation (The Book of Lights and
Beauties of Poetry by Al-Shamshati as a Model)
Dr Hamza Subaih Abdul Baji
Al-Qadisiyah Education Directorate/Open College of Education

Summary:
Critical standards have been of great importance to critics, both ancient and
modern. Through them, poets are placed in their rightful positions and ranks,
and each poet is given his due, based on the quality and desirability of his
poetry. Therefore, critics have carefully examined and contemplated poetic
textsThis opened a door for them to be guided through a set of controls
(standards) by which to know the good and excellent poetry from the bad.
Hence, this research attempts to study the critical standards that Al-Shamshati
used in his book (Al-Anwar wa Mahasin Al-Ash’ar), which he explicitly
referred to in his book. These standards were the reason for appreciating these
poems and choosing them over other texts.
Keywords: Standards of excellence, poetry, The Book of Lights and the
beauties of poetry
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