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Metathesis phenomenon in Semitic languages
a comparative study
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Abstract:
The study concerns a common phonological phenomenon in Semitic languages, which deals with the
replacement of consonants in a word according to the position of the consonants within the word. This

consideration helps to reduce the physical effort in the dialect and reduces the phonological code of the
language.There are two main types of this phenomenon: Metathesis, which results from the replacement of
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consonants in a normal manner and is not constant, and Metathesis in a construction that is constantly acted
upon. The phenomenon occurs between adjacent consonants, and between non-adjacent stops that are separated
by a vowel.The environment affects the process of Metathesis, so that Semitic languages that are located in
closer places may influence each other to a certain extent.Sometimes this phenomenon is accompanied by

several phonological processes due to the phonetic need for the environment of neighboring consonants in a
word.Keywords: Metathesis- morphology- phonology- Semitic languages.
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