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Textual Invocation in The Art of Letters in The Abbasid Era
(The message of Alssahel Wa Alshahej - by Abu al-Ala Al-Maari - as a model)
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Abstract:
Abu al-Ala al-Ma'arri had the mastery of eloquence and was given what no one else was given of wisdom, so
he expanded in every purpose in a way that no one had ever done before, and he relied on philosophy in
expressing his opinion and establishing his view. This appears clearly in our reading of both the Epistle of
Forgiveness and The message of Assahel Wa Ashahej, and the latter is the subject of consideration in the
current research. Abu al-Ala wanted to follow the Indian philosopher (Bidpa) in his style in which he classified
Kalila and Dimna, and imitated him in using animals to conduct the logic of rational beings on their tongues.
In order for this message to be delivered on the tongue of the animal, and to target advice, guidance and
direction, the narrator had to resort to what man had previously achieved of great wisdom and great judgment,
by conducting it on the tongue of these two animals that he chose to be the heroes of his story in all of his
letters that he titled “The message of Assahel Wa Ashahej”, and Assahel "The neighing" is the horse, and
Ashahej "The crashing" is the mule, as we will see in the analysis models, for the purpose of decoding the
original text by trying to read it through that foreign intertext.

Keywords: Textual evocation — Intertextuality — The art of messages — The Abbasid era — Abu al-Ala al-
Ma’arri)
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