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Abstract

This research illustrates the economic conditions of merchants and their financial
capabilities. They often left no stone unturned in developing their wealth, investing
it in real estate and land purchases. They even gave a portion of their money to
other merchants for speculation. Some even resorted to trading with orphans'
money, money they acquired through debt or interest-free loans, or money people
deposited with them, often without interest. There is no doubt that the merchants'
wealth was reflected in their standard of living. Their houses were distinguished by
their size and beauty, as were their clothing and the dowries of their women. Their
good economic situation enabled them to establish what is now akin to a (Bank), to
which both the state and the public would turn for loans when in need. The
research also addressed the topic of economic and financial practices of merchants,
such as: (speculation, agency, trading, partnership, and loan); due to the
relationship of these matters to the methods of merchants developing their money
and the sources of their wealth.
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