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Abstract: Russian-Chinese relations are of great importance in international
relations, and this importance arises in the context of changes and
developments in the current international environment, and as two strategic
partners with the ability and great potential to become influential in the
international political system, as they have a strong and clear desire to
participate more and more effectively in determining the structure on which
the new international system will be based, that is, a multipolar world order,
which is what both countries are striving for, the changes that support their
success pose a threat to the Western Power, headed by the United States of
America, a year later in 2022 Russia and China witnessed a significant
rapprochement driven by common interests in the confrontation with the
West, especially at the political level to emphasize opportunities for political
cooperation and trade exchanges, especially in the fields of trade and
investment, so china has become the largest importer of oil and natural gas,
and despite supplying Russia with natural gas in the wake of Western
sanctions, as well as cooperation in the development of infrastructure and
renewable energy, it remains vulnerable to the challenges posed by strategic
differences, conflicts of interests and US pressures, yet this cooperation and
rapprochement at all levels show great flexibility in adapting to current
international conditions.
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Conclusion:

Thus, it can be said that since the middle of the twentieth century to the present, Russian-
Chinese relations have witnessed historical changes that have occurred over a long period of time
during various historical periods and stages, reflecting the complexity and change of international
relations on the basis of international and regional situations, and despite the existence of periods
of disagreement and conflict between the two states, especially during the Cold War, to the fact
that the international dynamics that followed the collapse of the Soviet Union and the rise of the
United States of America and the uniqueness of the international system prevented the two
countries from strengthening and coordinating joint cooperation and rapprochement to meet
common challenges with the entry of the twentieth century, Russian-Chinese relations started
taking a strategic and comprehensive nature that enables countries to establish a solid partnership
based on common interests such as opposition to American hegemony and commitment to the
creation of a multipolar world order.

Bilateral summits such as the Beijing summit in 1996 and treaties of cooperation and
friendship such as the 2001 treaty have reinforced this trend by establishing clear rules and
foundations for cooperation and rapprochement at all political, economic and military levels. Thus,
the rapprochement between China and Russia has escalated significantly in light of the geopolitical
developments that followed after the annexation of Crimea to Russia in 2014, which was the basis
for clarifying the relationship between the two countries at a new, more comprehensive level, and
that this rapprochement was strengthened with the start of the Russian military operation in
Ukraine in 2022, as China played a key and prominent role in supporting Russia statement of its
position on the face these sanctions have contributed to pushing the two countries to expand the
level of Economic Cooperation and increase trade exchanges, as China has become Russia's largest
trading partner with Russia's export of natural gas and oil to China, in addition to the role of the
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Shanghai Cooperation Organization, which played a pivotal role in deepening military cooperation
through military consultations and security coordination, which <on the contrary, they seek to
develop the international system to ensure their interests, and with the continuation of international
and regional challenges, these relations are an important part of the international geopolitical
landscape with the possibility of deepening this relationship in a way that serves their common
goals and interests. The success of this relationship and its continuation is to overcome challenges
and achieve a balance between their common interests and goals to face American pressure and
the challenges of the current international system.

Results:

1.

International pressures such as American unilateralism and sanctions imposed
by the West have influenced the strengthening of cooperation between the two
states, and the two countries are moving towards establishing a world order
that reflects the reality of their agreement on geopolitical, economic and
military interests.

The Russian-Chinese rapprochement is a model of a strategic political alliance
that goes beyond competitive interests to include reshaping the international
system, and with the continuation of the war in Ukraine, this relationship is
expected to strengthen even more, making it a political strategic alliance and
a crucial element in shaping the future of the international system.

During the Russian-Ukrainian war, China took a supportive position to Russia
on the economic level, as the Chinese market provided exports of Russian
goods affected by Western sanctions, and China also increasingly continued
Russian projects to reduce the latter's dependence on the West, which
contributed to strengthening Russia's ability to withstand Western economic
pressure.

China has shown its support for Russia, especially in the military field, as it
supported China in naval and military exercises with the aim of strengthening
the joint defense between the two countries and exchanging security
experiences, and this rapprochement is part of the strategy followed by the
two countries to counter the Western dominance in the international system.

Despite the prominent international position enjoyed by China and Russia,
internal challenges are major obstacles to achieving comprehensive stability
to strengthen their position at the international level, as these challenges
negatively affect their capabilities and a slowdown in the level of growth to
develop more comprehensive development plans.
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6. Border disputes represent a major challenge at the level of international
relations between the two states, and although border agreements such as the
eastern and western border agreement were reached in the seventies, these
issues took decades of negotiations to resolve, reflecting the complexity of
regional disputes and their impact on the stability of bilateral relations.

7. Despite the obvious rapprochement between the two countries, each of them
has its own strategic goals that may sometimes conflict, especially with regard
to influence in Central Asia and their efforts to strengthen their position as a
major player in the international arena, in contrast, American hegemony is a
common factor to enhance their cooperation, as both parties seek to confront
American policies that they consider a threat to the multilateral world order,
however, the difference of their strategic goals may weaken the cohesion of
this cooperation in the future.
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