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Article info. Abstract: The Political transformations in the Arab region have a
significant impact on the regional balance of power, so Turkish rivalry
Article history: has a negative impact on the Middle East, weakening the loyalty of
- Received 5 Feb. 2025 some political movements to their countries of origin and making
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- Accepted: 12 Jun. 2025 similar visions. In addition to the political causes of some crises in the
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Keywords: in the region, so that they work to highlight their power in influence.
- Strategic Shifts Turkey’s strategic policy shifts in recent years have significantly

- Turkish Politics influenced the trajectory of the Syrian crisis. Initially, Ankara adopted
- Political Influence

- Syrian crisis a firm stance against the Assad regime, supporting opposition forces
- Syria both politically and militarily in line with its regional vision for regime
change in Syria. However, the complexity of the conflict, the rise of

©2025. THIS IS AN OPEN ACCESS terrorist organizations, and the growing Kurdish influence near

ARTICLE UNDER THE CC BY LICENSE Turkey’s southern border led to a strategic reassessment.
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Turkey gradually adopted a more pragmatic approach, engaging in
cooperation with Russia and Iran through the Astana process, and
launching military interventions in northern Syria to protect its
national security and prevent the establishment of an independent
Kurdish entity. Additionally, Ankara’s rapprochement with certain
regional and international actors contributed to de-escalation in some

areas and consolidation of Turkish influence within specific Syrian
territories.
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@ Reuters, Erdogan says Turkey will not let terrorists shelter in Syria, (2025), On the website:
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Conclusion:

Turkey sees itself as a bridge between regional powers and East and West. It has expanded
economic and cultural ties with Middle Eastern countries and increased its military presence in the
region. On the other hand, this competition for influence has an impact on regional stability, while
conflicts such as the Syrian crisis have prolonged these conflicts and fragmented the political scene
in the Arab region.

Hence, we found through this study the validity of the hypothesis that Turkish competition
in the Arab region is a "negative relationship™ due to the lack of an effective and strong Arab
system in the Arab region that led to an increase in Turkish influence in the region, and to
emphasize the sub-hypothesis that the more Turkish competition to expand influence in the Arab
region, the greater the damage this will cause to the region.

In the end, Turkey has taken two different approaches to the Syrian crisis, and Turkey has
been a strong supporter of opposition groups, providing them with military and financial
assistance, and even intervening militarily in the conflict. While the Turkish intervention helped
keep opposition groups alive and even achieve some territorial gains. In the long term, Turkey's
success depends on its ability to achieve lasting stability in Syria.

Conclusions:

1. Turkey's foreign policy toward the Arab region has led to a position that enables it to coherently
shape the region and arrange its interests for its benefit.

2. Political transformations in the Arab region have a significant impact on the regional balance
of power, as they have led to the restructuring of the map of power in the Middle East through
the crises that resulted from the Arab Spring, such as the Syrian crisis and the changes that
have taken place in it.

3. The Turkish rivalry has a negative impact on the Arab Republic of Syria, weakening the loyalty
of some political movements to their countries of origin and making them more ideologically
aligned with countries with which they share similar visions.*

4. The axes of competition are the tension in the Arab region, including the Syrian crisis, which
is considered to have a regional scope aimed at promoting their own interests.

* For example, Sunni movements such as the Muslim Brotherhood and armed groups in Syria and Iraq may find
themselves closer to Turkey because of the ideological consensus on Sunni Islam. Moreover, Kurdish movements
such as the PKK may seek support from Iran or other countries as a way to counter Turkish pressure, leading to
ideological ties with parties that support Kurdish rights or oppose Turkish policies. Competition has consequently led
to a shift in political loyalties from relations. Strategy to clearer ideological links.
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