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The Phonological Structure in Verses of Masculinity and Femininity: A
Cultural Critical Reading
Assistant Professor Dr. Farah Bagir Ahmed
Iraq / Najaf / University of Kufa / College of Arts
Abstract

This research explores a unique and unprecedented dimension in Quranic and
linguistic studies, investigating the phonetic connotative meanings in the verses
of masculinity and femininity within the framework of cultural criticism and
cultural studies. The research is based on the hypothesis that linguistic sounds in
the Quranic text are not merely expressive tools but are semantic systems
carrying symbolic and cultural dimensions that embody profound meanings
related to human identity, cultural representations of masculinity and femininity,
and images of strength and gentleness as manifested in the Quranic linguistic
structure. The research is grounded in a deep analysis of the phonetic level in
Quranic texts and addresses three main areas: -1 The impact of vowel sounds on
meaning and their role in highlighting gender differences through the
differentiated presence of vowels in the context of masculinity and femininity. 2
-The significance of the sounds of letters as phonetic symbols that express the
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cultural and social values associated with perceptions of masculinity and
femininity. 3- The connotative impact of phonetic segments in Quranic texts and
their role in reshaping meaning and reinforcing the symbolic dimensions of the
text. The research highlights the importance of sounds in the Quran as
foundational elements in constructing the texts, as they imbue them with deep
cultural and semantic connotations that reflect an integrated civilizational vision,
reshaping traditional concepts of masculinity and femininity within the Islamic
cultural framework. The originality of this research lies in its treatment of a
topic that has not been sufficiently explored before, particularly in studying
linguistic sounds from the perspective of cultural criticism in such a
comprehensive manner. In doing so, the research offers a new perspective on
Quranic phonetic miracles and sheds light on the dialectical relationship
between phonetic structure and cultural connotations, enriching the discourse on
the Quran as both a religious and cultural discourse simultaneously.

Keywords: Masculinity and femininity, cultural studies, cultural criticism,
Quranic readings, voice
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