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Abstract

The curren research aimed to identify the need for cognition and
elaborative thinking among postgraduate students, as well as the
relationship between them. To achieve the objectives of the
research, the researcher adopted the Need for Cognition Scale by
Cacioppo & Petty (1982), translated by Al-Manshawi (2015), and
developed a scale for elaborative thinking based on the model of
Webb (2007). The application was carried out on a research sample
of (257) male and female students, selected through stratified
random sampling with proportional distribution from the postgraduate
colleges of the University of Karbala, across both genders (male—
female), both disciplines (scientific-humanities), and both academic
levels (Master’s — PhD) for the academic year (2024-2025). The
discriminatory power was extracted for each tool according to its
nature, along with measures of face validity and construct validity.
Reliability was verified for both research instruments. The final
version consisted of 18 items for the Need for Cognition Scale and
30 items for the Elaborative Thinking Scale.

After ensuring the validity and reliability of the research
instruments, they were applied to the research sample. Data were
collected and statistically analyzed. The current research reached
the following results: postgraduate students in the sample exhibit a
general need for cognition and demonstrate elaborative thinking;
moreover, a significant positive correlation exists between the two
variables.

In light of this result, the researcher presented a number of
recommendations and suggestions, as outlined in Chapter Four.
Keywords: Need for Cognition, Elaborative Thinking

Postgraduate Students.
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