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Iranian- Sino Relations (1996-2005): Balancing Interests Amid U.S.
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D.Hayder Jawad Kadhim
Ministry of Education / Directorate of Education of Babylon
Abstract

Iranian-Chinese relations witnessed a qualitative development between 1996 and
2005 amid escalating Western pressure on Tehran, with Beijing becoming Iran's
strategic partner in the face of international sanctions. Despite these sanctions,
China maintained strong trade relations with Iran and continued to purchase
nearly half of its oil exports, taking advantage of the reduced prices Tehran
offered due to these sanctions. Economic cooperation thus strengthened
significantly, with trade volume increasing from ($1.2) billion in 1996 to more
than ($9.5) billion in 2005, with a particular focus on the energy sector, as China
became the primary importer of Iranian oil. In the military and technological
fields, cooperation continued despite US pressure, with China providing limited
technical support for Iran's nuclear program and strengthening cooperation in
ballistic missile development. Politically, China adopted a supportive stance
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toward Iran in international forums, particularly at the International Atomic
Energy Agency, where it worked to ease the sanctions imposed on Tehran.
Notable developments during this period included the signing of the
Comprehensive Strategic Cooperation Agreement in 2000, increased Chinese
investment in Iranian infrastructure, and expanded cooperation in the field of
peaceful nuclear energy. The period also witnessed increased coordination on
regional issues, particularly regarding Afghanistan and Irag, as the two countries
shared common concerns about the US military presence in the region.
Conversely, this relationship faced significant challenges, most notably
continued US pressure on China to limit its cooperation with Iran, escalating
tensions over the Iranian nuclear issue, and Russian competition for influence in
Tehran. Nevertheless, the two countries were able to maintain their strategic
partnership, which represented a model of cooperation between a rising power
seeking to ensure its energy security and an internationally isolated country in
search of strategic allies.

Keywords: (Iran, China, Iranian-Chinese relations, United States of America).
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