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The influence of the psychological environment on the orientations of
Israeli foreign policy: a case study of Israeli President Benjamin Netanyahu
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This study discusses the impact of the psychological environment of the Israeli
decision-maker as one of the variables affecting the orientations of Israeli foreign policy by
analyzing different and mutual aspects of the theoretical relationship between foreign policy
and the environment surrounding the decision-maker. The political decisions and actions of
any foreign policy is ultimately a matter of political leadership, as well as the role of personal
and psychological characteristics in the decision-maker's perception of his environment.
Accordingly, this study attempts to explore the impact of these factors on the formation of the
political personality of Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu. This study also explores
the role played by ideological perceptions, beliefs, and values in shaping his political stances,
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and determining the directions of Israel's foreign policy, including the impact of Netanyahu's
political positions on the foreign policy directions of the developments of the Syrian crisis.
Considering the impact of Netanyahu's ideological background based on his commitment to
the principle of Greater Israel, his political affiliation to Israel, and his psychological and
social background. Benjamin Netanyahu is also investing in the issue of Iran's insistence on
its nuclear program in order to strengthen his political legitimacy within Israel.

Keywords: foreign policy, psychological environment, Benjamin Netanyahu, Israel.
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